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Abstract: Building stone degradation is influenced by multiple factors, notably the struc-

tural and compositional properties of the stone. Understanding their influence can im-

prove the prediction of future stone performance and inform appropriate preventive 

maintenance strategies. This study investigated the response of three sedimentary 

stones containing different amounts of carbonate minerals and with different porosities 

to artificial weathering. Triplicate specimens were exposed to 84 wetting-drying cycles 

over a period of 14 days using dilute nitric acid (pH 4) as surrogate rainwater. The mi-

crostructural and compositional features of the stones before weathering were investi-

gated by image processing of X-ray computed tomography data. Mineral dissolution was 

studied by mass loss and quantification of Ca2+, K+, Mg2+ and Na+ in leachates by induc-

tively coupled plasma mass spectrometry. A distinct dissolution profile was obtained for 

each stone type, which was consistent between triplicates. Calcium was the cation re-

leased in greatest quantity by all three stone typologies. Principal component analysis of 

the dissolution data revealed three distinction clusters, each corresponding to a different 

stone type, and that calcium, magnesium and potassium concentrations were the varia-

bles with the highest discriminatory power. Comparison between the average amounts 

of calcium released showed that the rate of dissolution was not controlled only by the 

stone’s mineral composition – a limestone with higher calcium carbonate content re-

leased on average 1.3 µg Ca per mL of surrogate rainwater applied, less than the 2.5 

µg/mL released by a sandstone with lower calcite content. The relationship between cal-

cium release and volume of rainwater delivered was positive for two stone types, but 

negative for the other, suggesting an influence of pore network topography. These find-

ings indicate a need to further explore the relationship between building stone dissolution 

and microstructural characteristics, since this will enable more accurate prediction of the 

response of the built environment to changing climatic conditions.   
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Introduction 

Natural stone has been the most common and durable material used in construction over the centu-

ries due to its excellent mechanical and thermal properties, as well as its aesthetic qualities. How-

ever, its capacity to withstand deterioration and preserve its original characteristics over time can be 

influenced by numerous factors. Some types of stone are likely to experience premature deteriora-

tion because of exposure to particular environmental conditions. This natural and irreversible pro-

cess happens by means of physical and/or chemical mechanisms, which can induce either a fast or 

a less rapid alteration of the stone’s initial properties (Steiger et al., 2011). The most severe effects 

not only alter the aesthetic qualities of the material, but also compromise the mechanical properties, 

with potentially significant consequences for the safety of the building fabric.  

Among all detrimental factors that can affect building stone, water represents one of the most im-

portant (Sabbioni et al., 2009). Atmospheric precipitation is the primary cause of surface recession 

in carbonate stones in countries with high annual precipitation, especially in areas where the pres-

ence of pollution induces a decrease in rainwater pH (Brimblecombe and Grossi, 2007). Throughout 

the past century a severe acceleration of stone decay has been reported. This acceleration is at-

tributed to increasing levels of atmospheric pollutants, notably sulfur dioxide (Charola and Ware, 

2002). The most severe impacts are visible in urban and industrial areas, where the levels of pollution 

were highest (Fig.1). 

 

A number of studies have used field exposure to determine the relative contribution of different en-

vironmental factors to the decay of calcareous stone samples and to develop prediction models, 

Fig. 1. Monteath mausoleum in Glasgow Necropolis, UK, illustrating accelerated stone decay due to atmospheric 
pollution  a) the building’s façade b) detail of the deterioration of the sandstone 

a b 
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usually referred to as dose-response functions (Saba et al., 2018). The vast majority of these func-

tions refers to three main deterioration mechanisms: 1. dissolution in clean rain (rain in equilibrium 

with the atmosphere and at pH 5.6); 2. dissolution by gaseous pollutants; 3. acceleration of dissolu-

tion caused by rain acidity (Lipfert, 1989). Results from field exposure show that the natural solubility 

of calcite in clean rain represents the dominant factor in the stone degradation mechanism, (Lipfert, 

1989), (Webb et al., 1992), (Baedecker et al., 1992). Despite the significant decrease in the levels 

of atmospheric sulfur pollutants in recent decades, stone degradation caused by rainwater is ex-

pected to increase. This is due to the rising levels of CO2 in the atmosphere and the projected in-

crease in mean global temperature as a consequence of climate change (Bonazza et al., 2009). 

Stone decay will be aggravated by the anticipated alteration of annual precipitation, humidity cycles 

and periods of wetness, which will likely modify the weathering progression, inducing new mecha-

nisms and increased rates of degradation (Sesana et al., 2021).  

It is crucial to mitigate the effects of climate change through preventive measures informed by accu-

rate understanding of the specific vulnerability of construction materials (Viles, 2013). Although the 

role that the mineral composition plays in the degradation process is well identified and understood, 

the related contribution of the stone’s physical and microstructural features to the rate of dissolution 

is less investigated (Franzoni and Sassoni, 2011). It has been observed that, when subject to accel-

erated physical weathering, stones belonging to the same typology, e.g., limestone, sometimes de-

cayed at different rates, while different types of stone, e.g., limestone and marble, decayed at similar 

rates to each other (Mutlutürk et al., 2004). This finding has been verified by various studies, indicat-

ing that the type of stone alone does not provide sufficient information to understand or predict decay 

progression (Altindag et al., 2004), (Jamshidi et al., 2015).  

Exposure to artificial weathering has demonstrated direct correlation between a stone’s microstruc-

ture and its degradation induced by wet deposition (Franzoni and Sassoni, 2011). Porosity and the 

pore network characteristics are major controlling factor in the decay progression and have been 

widely investigated (Karaca, 2010), (Benavente, 2011), (Ozcelik and Ozguven, 2014), (Di Benedetto 

et al., 2015), (Scrivano et al., 2018).  The total porosity volume and  percentage of water absorption, 

along with the stone density, fraction and type of matrix/cement, were all found to be related to stone 

durability (Abdul and Richard, 1991). As a result, the estimation of the stone’s mechanical response 

to physical stress is often improved in several damage-prediction models when these parameters 

are taken into account (Yavuz et al., 2006), (Bayram, 2012), (Amirkiyaei et al., 2021).  

Although degradation caused by rainwater is typically attributed to the chemical process of dissolu-

tion, physical effects are also associated with the stone mineral fraction - clay minerals in particular. 

The types and amounts of clay minerals present are found to have a major influence on stone dura-

bility (Gökceoglu et al., 2000). Accelerated exposure to wetting-drying cycles has demonstrated how 

swelling can be linked to an increase in porosity and mass-loss (Sumner and Loubser, 2008). Quan-

tification of the contribution of these parameters to a stone’s performance is fundamental to inform 

maintenance and conservation works, in particular considering the hazard posed by the current cli-

mate emergency. The necessity to generate a plan based on the vulnerability of buildings in re-

sponse to new conditions was partially fulfilled by the development of hazard maps based on current 

climate models projections (Bonazza et al., 2009), (Sesana et al., 2020). However, the wide range 

of complex interacting factors that can influence the rates and mechanisms of stone degradation - 

3

Built heritage and climate change: performance evaluation of natural building stone 
exposed to rainfall through a combination of image analysis and laboratory leaching tests



both external environmental factors and intrinsic stone properties - also demands case by case as-

sessment, with the objective of planning for well-informed, targeted and specific conservation ac-

tions.  

Aims and Objectives 

Based on the research gaps noted above, the main aim of this preliminary study was to investigate 

the degradation mechanisms of three different types of sedimentary stone. The first objective was to 

identify samples with different levels of porosity and carbonate minerals content for study. These 

samples were then subjected to artificial ageing by exposure to surrogate rainwater. The microstruc-

tural and compositional features of the samples were determined with X-ray computed tomography 

(X-ray CT). The amounts of trace metals released from the samples were determined by inductively 

coupled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) (Al-Hakkani, 2019), together with overall mass loss.  

Materials and Methods 

Sample selection and preparation 

Three types of stones were selected based upon four criteria: 

1. Mineral composition, principally the relative amounts of carbonate minerals.

2. Microstructural features, with special focus on the characteristics of the pore network and

clastic fraction.

3. Historic and cultural significance, the degree of employment of the stones throughout history

as construction materials, or their current use in conservation works (Fig. 2).

4. Geographical area of use of the stone, with preference given to regions identified as at high

risk of stone surface recession based on existing hazard maps (Bonazza et al., 2009).

The specimens were collected from Switzerland and the UK. Information about their mineralogy and 

structure was obtained from literature. Pitairlie sandstone is a compact fine-grained lithic arenite, 

with a detrital component mainly composed of quartz (30%) and lithic grains (20%). Feldspars are 

also present (15%). The intergranular fraction is formed by silica overgrowth on quartz (3%) and 

sparry calcite (6%). Pore spaces are reported to be relatively small, with a low level of interconnec-

tion (Everett, P A, et al., 2011). Pitairlie sandstone (PT) samples were provided by Denfind Stone 

(Monikie, Angus, Scotland).  

Bernese sandstone is a medium grained sandstone classified as arkose, with a detrital component 

dominated by quartz (40-45%) and feldspars (20-30%), and a cement fraction mainly composed of 

carbonate minerals (20-30%). It is a highly porous stone, with large, highly interconnected pore 

spaces (Blaeuer, 1985). Bernese sandstone (BN) was obtained from Carlo Bernasconi (Bern, Swit-

zerland).  

4

Built heritage and climate change: performance evaluation of natural building stone 
exposed to rainfall through a combination of image analysis and laboratory leaching tests



Cadeby limestone is a dolomitic limestone, composed of calcite (54%), and dolomite (45%). The 

pore network is composed of very large pores combined with micropores (Lott, G.K., et al., 2005). 

Cadeby limestone (CB) was provided by Blockstone from Cadeby quarry (Doncaster, England). 

Fig. 2 shows the stones selected for study along with an example of the use of Cadeby limestone in 

a historical building. 

The samples were cut into slabs of 50 x 50 x 10 mm. Triplicate specimens of each were prepared to 

investigate within-stone leaching repeatability. The sample dimensions were decided based upon 

the parameters adopted by the UNECE-ICP exposure program (UN/ECE report No 91), with the 

objective of allowing future comparison between results. Before accelerated exposure to surrogate 

rainwater, the samples were washed with deionized water and oven dried for 24 hours at 70 ± 5˚C, 

based on the European standard for natural stone test methods (BS EN 13755:2008). After drying, 

the mass of each replicate was determined. A cylindrical core of 5 mm in diameter was extracted 

from each of a separate set of stone slabs, of equal dimension to the specimens undergoing leach-

ing, for morphological analysis by X-ray CT. Before X-ray CT analysis, the cylindrical samples were 

oven dried at 70± 5°C for a period of 24 hours. 

Fig. 2. The stones selected for study and an example of their use as a construction material in a historic building a) the 

samples used in the study; from top to bottom: Cadeby limestone, Pitairlie sandstone, Bernese sandstone b) York Min-

ster, built with Cadeby limestone 

a b 
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Image Analysis 

Information about the samples microstructure and composition was acquired by X-ray CT (Nikon XT 

H 225 LC, Nikon corp., Tokyo, Japan). The scanning was conducted at a resolution of 8 micron, with 

a scan time of 105 minutes for each sample. The dataset acquired from the scan represents the 

attenuation of X-rays at each point within the sample. Attenuation is controlled by the density of the 

material and is encoded in greyscale images. Data processing is based upon the discrimination of 

each component according on their specific mass density, allowing different mineral phases and 

voids to be distinguished. The procedure used to conduct the quantitative analysis involved the seg-

mentation of each element based on the greyscale values of the image data. This was done with the 

use of the open-source package Fiji-ImageJ (Schindelin et al., 2012). A number of pre-treatments 

was applied before segmentation to improve the quality of the images and facilitate the segmentation 

process.  

Artificial ageing through exposure to surrogate rainwater 

A custom-built apparatus for artificial laboratory weathering of stone specimens was designed to 

allow the delivery of set volumes of surrogate rainwater and the collection of leachate for analysis 

(Fig. 3). The composition of the various components was selected to be compatible with mildly acidic 

aqueous solutions and avoid potential contamination. The apparatus consisted of multiple independ-

ent exposure units, each accommodating one sample. A single unit consisted of a stand, providing 

a 15˚ inclination to the sample, acrylic glass shields on three sides, a ledge for the support of the 

sample, rubber strips to elevate the sample from the base and allow ventilation, a percolation tray 

for the collection of the run-off water, and neoprene strips to hold the sample in place and isolate the 

sides, restricting the contact area between the water and the stone surface. A battery-operated pump 

(Landrip HZ-DT01) was used to deliver the water to the samples through a series of nozzles. The 

apparatus was positioned on the shelf of an indoor portable greenhouse with clear plastic dust cover 

of dimension 50 cm (width) x 44.5 cm (depth) x 134 cm (height), where the bottles for leachate 

collection were also placed. For the preliminary test here described triplicate specimens of the three 

selected lithotypes are exposed along with a procedural blank.  

The surrogate rainwater (10-4 mol L-1 HNO3 at pH 4) was delivered to the samples at regular intervals 

of time over the course of 14 days. In each cycle, approximately 9 mL of solution was sprayed evenly 

across each sample (delivery took 6 second) and then any residual water was allowed to evaporate 

under ambient laboratory conditions for the remainder of a 4 hour cycle. In 24 hours, a total of 6 

wetting-drying cycles per sample were completed, corresponding to a total of 84 cycles over the 14 

day trial. The leachate from each of the 10 samples was collected after every 12 cycles (after every 

18 cycles during weekends) giving a total of 6 leachate collection times during the 14 days.  
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Trace element analysis 

Stone performance in terms of dissolution of the mineral fraction was estimated through trace ele-

ment analysis of the leachate. The chemical analysis of the leachate was conducted on a 50 mL 

sample, acidified to 5% nitric acid for analyte stabilization, by ICP-MS (Agilent 7700x, Agilent Tech-

nologies Ltd., Cheshire, UK). The concentration of the cations Ca2+, K+, Mg2+ and Na+ were deter-

mined. Calibration standards matching the leachate matrix (i.e. in 10-4 mol L-1 HNO3) were prepared 

from commercially-available stock solutions (from Qmx Laboratories, Thaxted, UK) . During the ex-

periment it was noted that the water delivery system distributed slightly uneven amounts of surrogate 

rainwater between the samples. Therefore, the analyte concentrations measured in the leachates 

collected were scaled based on the volumes of water actually delivered by each nozzle (which had 

been previously determined). After scaling, the procedural blank concentrations were subtracted. 

The first sample of leachate collected from each stone specimen was excluded from the dataset 

because loss of debris, or dust deposited from the atmosphere, could have given rise to biased 

concentrations of elements in these aliquots.  

a 

b Fig.3. Exposure set-up for the artificial weathering of the samples a) graphical

representation of the exposure apparatus b) the stone replicates and the pro-

cedural blank in their individual units 

b 
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Statistical treatment 

Principal component analysis (PCA) was used to simplify the complex dataset generated in the rain-

water leaching experiment by identifying latent variables that captured the maximum variance. This 

feature was employed to explore any difference between responses of different stone typologies and 

identify the most influential variables in the performance variation. PCA was also able to identify the 

presence of outliers within the dataset that, on further investigate, were usually found to be correlated 

with technical issues involving the experimental apparatus or procedure such as blockages in the 

water distribution. In a few cases, samples that had received exceptionally high volumes of solution 

were removed from the dataset. Correlation matrix were used to measure the level of correlation 

between variables, such as the volumes of water delivered to the samples and the amount of cations 

released by the stone. All statistical analysis were conducted using the open-source R-based soft-

ware CAT (Chemometric Agile Tool), developed by the Italian Group of Chemometrics of the Italian 

Society of Chemistry (SCI). 

Results 

Results from the segmentation of the X-ray CT scan provided information on the relative amounts 

and distributions of carbonate and silicate minerals present and stone porosity. These are shown in 

Fig. 4., which displays the outcome of the segmentation process conducted with Fiji-ImageJ on the 

samples’ cross-sections. As expected from literature, the porosity fraction was found to vary consid-

erably among the three samples. In BN, the total volume occupied by pores was found to correspond 

to 13%, while it was observed to be lower in CB (5%), and PT (2.5%).  

The three samples also presented significant differences in porosity (Fig.5). BN and CB presented 

similar average pore dimension, which were found to be substantially larger compared to PT. How-

ever, differences between BN and CB were noted on the size distribution of individual pores, which 

in CB covered a larger range of values. These differences between CB and BN also extended to the 

pores level of interconnection, which was found to be much higher in BN, compared to CB.  

Some discrepancies with the literature were observed in the relative amounts of carbonate minerals 

and porosity. For example, in PT the amount of calcite was found to be higher, corresponding to 

19%, compared to the 6% reported in literature. A divergence was also observed in the carbonate 

minerals content of BN (18%), which in literature results to be slightly higher (20-30%). These differ-

ences can originate from a natural variation of the stone or be related to the different methodology 

employed for the sample characterization.    
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The results of the ICP-MS analysis performed on the leachates collected at different points in time 

revealed trends in the dissolution of the mineral phases. PT exhibited the best correspondence be-

tween triplicates, while BN and CB showed occasional divergence between the amounts of cations 

released by replicate slabs (Fig. 6 shows results for Ca as an example). Comparison between the 

concentration of cations measured and the respective volumes of leachate in the collection bottles 

at each sampling time indicated that the presence of discrepancies between replicates was caused 

by a difference in the amount of water received by each sample. Comparison between the average 

concentration in solution of the different cations for each stone type shows that Ca is predominant, 

followed by Mg, Na and K (Fig. 7).  The overall highest release of Ca was from BN, with an average 

rate of dissolution of 2.5 ug/mL of surrogate rainwater. The average amounts of Ca released by CB 

and PT were 1.3 and 0.8 ug/mL respectively.  

a b c 

CB 

PT 

BN 

Fig. 5. Analysis  of the pores by Fiji-ImageJ a) cross-section (3 mm diameter) of the sam-

ples b) segmentation of the pores c) discrimination of the pores based on their dimension 
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The multivariate statistical treatment of the data by PCA showed that the three stone typologies were 

well differentiated based on their response to the leaching action of surrogate rainwater. The PCA 

score plot displaying the cation concentrations measured in all the leachates collected indicated 

three clusters, each relating to a type of stone (Fig. 8). Ca and Mg, originating from the dissolution 

of dolomite and calcite, and K, originating from the dissolution of feldspars and clay minerals, were 

the variables with the highest discriminatory power. There is an overlap between some of the sam-

ples belonging to different typologies, which may have arisen from the above-mentioned problem 

with the water solution delivery system. The relationship between the amount of Ca released and 

the volume of surrogate rainwater supplied exhibited a positive trend for the less porous lithotypes, 

(PT and CB), while the opposite behaviour was found for the most porous specimen (BN). The pres-

ence of outliers in the dataset was either linked to the malfunction of a nozzle or to the accidental 

delivery of exceptionally high volumes of water. These outliers correspond to the collection points 

that showed the highest discrepancy in the time trend compared to other replicates and were re-

moved from the dataset. At the end of the test, the different types of stone showed different mass-

loss percentage, and the precision between replicates of the same typology that received compara-

ble amounts of water was good enough for the mass loss of the three materials to be distinguished, 

i.e., 0.010 ± 0.005 g for PT, 0.017 ± 0.003 g for BN, and 0.042 ± 0.001 g for CB.

c 

Fig. 6. Concentrations of Ca released by triplicate specimens of the three stone typologies undergoing leaching with sur-

rogate rainwater a) Bernese sandstone (BN) b) Pitairlie sandstone (PT) c) Cadeby limestone (CB) 
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Fig. 7. Average concentrations of Na, K, Ca and Mg released by triplicate speci-

mens of the three stone typologies undergoing leaching with surrogate rainwater 

a) Bernese sandstone (BN) b) Pitairlie sandstone (PT) c) Cadeby limestone (CB)
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Discussion 

The trace element analysis was consistent with the hypothesis that carbonate minerals represent 

the principal mineral phase involved in the dissolution process for all three stone typologies. BN 

revealed the highest release of Ca, despite the relatively lower concentration of calcite in its compo-

sition compared to CB. These initial results suggest the presence of additional factors affecting the 

dissolution velocity. The residual moisture contents following drying, but before exposure to the sur-

rogate rainwater, were an average of 1.1 ± 0.12 % in BN, 0.56 ± 0.06 % PT, and 0.09 ± 0.02 % in 

CB. Moisture content is a function of several intrinsic parameters, such as the pore volume, their 

size and distribution, geometry and level of interconnection (Franzen and Mirwald, 2004), all asso-

ciated to the stone durability. Indeed, stone decay can be correlated to moisture transport and re-

tention, as most mechanisms, including chemical weathering, require the presence of water 

(McCabe et al., 2013).  

Pores dimension has been indicated as the most important pore structure parameter for the stone 

deterioration (Benavente, 2011); in this respect, the relative impact of very large pores on the stone 

deterioration depends on how these are interconnected (Benavente, 2011). The observation of the 

larger pores from the X-ray CT scans of Cadeby limestone showed that, although large pores are 

present, they are poorly interconnected or not interconnected at all (Fig. 9). 

a b 

Fig. 8. Statistical treatment of the dataset a) Score plot from the PCA displaying the ICP-MS results at each point in time 

for the replicates of Pitairlie sandstone (green), Cadeby limestone (red), and Bernese sandstone (black) b) Loading plot 

showing the influence of each variable for the two principal components  
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The potential influence of the stone structural properties on the dissolution progression was also 

suggested by the response of BN to the volumes of water delivered compared to the other two sam-

ples. The sample that received the highest amount of solution displayed the lowest release of Ca 

among the three replicates. This negative association might indicate an effect of the evaporation 

process on the rate of decay in stone types with a highly interconnected pore network. The high 

similarity between the responses of PT replicates suggests a limited influence of small variations in 

the volume of surrogate rainwater delivered. The same behaviour was not observed in BN and CB, 

which displayed divergences in the response of individual replicates to small variations in the volume 

of surrogate rainwater. This higher stability of PT may result from the lower concentrations of car-

bonate minerals in its composition and the characteristics of its pore structure. PCA conducted on 

the complete dataset showed good discrimination between individual responses to the action of sur-

rogate rainwater. The separation of the stone typologies into three distinct clusters was mainly con-

trolled by the dissolution of the carbonate minerals, confirming their impact in the process of weath-

ering. Comparably, mass-loss was found to follow the concentration of the carbonate minerals con-

tent, with the highest and lowest values reported for CB and PT respectively. PCA also proved that 

the scaling of the leachates based on the volumes of water delivered was efficient in reducing the 

difference between replicates, so improving repeatability.  

Conclusions 

The study presents the results of artificial exposure to surrogate rainwater of three typologies of 

sedimentary stones containing different amounts of carbonate minerals and porosity. The dissolution 

profiles obtained for each sample, based on the concentrations of cations present in the leachates, 

outline a trend of dissolution where Ca is predominant, followed by Mg. PCA was able to distinguish 

each sample typology based on the mineral dissolution rate indicated by the element concentrations 

in the leachate. The separation into three clusters, each referring to a stone type, was mostly led by 

Ca, Mg and K, which were the variables with the highest discriminatory power. It was observed that 

the rate of dissolution was not strictly regulated by the mineral concentration, as BN displayed a 

Fig. 9. Large pores in CB  a) cross-section of CB, with the dashed area highlighting some larger pores 

b) the highlighted pores displayed with a  scale bar

a b 
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relatively high release of Ca compared to CB. The same sample also displayed a negative correlation 

between the volume of surrogate rainwater delivered and the release of Ca, which was not observed 

in PT and CB. The replicates of each sample typology displayed a good level of precision in the 

dissolution trend, with occasional divergence caused by a slight variation in the volumes of surrogate 

rainwater delivered to each samples. The three stones experienced different levels of mass loss, 

which was found to be consistent between replicates. 

Future Work 

Future testing will involve the analysis of a wider range of stone typologies with a wider variety of 

compositional and microstructural features. The exposure time will be increased  to better under-

stand the long-term leaching behaviour of the stones and identify any variations in the performance 

profiles. Additional  characterization of the samples will be carried out  by X-ray diffraction analysis, 

to overcome the inability of X-ray CT to accurately discriminate between different types of carbonate 

minerals. X-ray CT will also be performed after exposure to determine the presence of changes in 

the stone microstructure by the 3D visualization and elaboration of the data.  

Degradation of building stone represents a complex subject, due to the impossibility of controlling 

the environment and the high number of variables involved the process. Laboratory and field expo-

sure, along with the non-destructive monitoring of existing buildings, should support this resolution, 

with the objective of pursuing the fundamental research to mitigate the possible effects of climate 

change. The existing literature and the preliminary results obtained in the present study suggest a 

significant level of influence of the microstructural and physical features in the stone performance 

after interaction with rainwater. The understanding of the relative impact of the stone intrinsic fea-

tures is a difficult but essential task to plan for appropriate conservation and maintenance strategies. 

This is especially relevant in a context where degradation rates are expected to increase as a con-

sequence of climate change.  
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