Alice Ryan and The Women of 8 Church Street Tipperary (Part One)
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Fig 01 — Kathleen Quigley and her husband Paddy, 1926

The family of Alice Breen and Jim O'Brien were very fortunate that their farm was sufficiently
productive during the famine years. The population of their townland hardly changed 1841 to
1851 which was unusual. Alice Breen was said to have a generous heart but a sharp temper
and strong resentment for British rule. Alice and Jim's only son Thomas O'Brien was injured in
the U.S. Civil War and a supporter of Irish Independence. Thomas returned to Ireland with funds
raised in the US for the Fenian movement in Ireland, and after passing on the money visited his
parents’ home in Moandoherdagh, he was arrested there by the British, charged with treason,
convicted, and sentenced to death. The sentence was later reduced to deportation after appeals
based on U.S. citizenship. He was held in Tipperary Barracks and marched to a ship for the
U.S., where he established himself in Boston. Alice Breen and Jim O'Brien’s daughters Mary
and Katie O'Brien were born in 1845 and 1855 respectively and educated locally.

Mary O'Brien inherited the Moandoherdagh
farm on the death of her father. In 1870 Mary
married Edmond (Ned) Ryan, a cooper, who
was also living in Moandoherdagh, and they
farmed the land together (Fig 02). Edmond
Ryan's father was Tim Ryan a farmer
whose family farmed lands in Grange,
Curraghpoor, and Templenoe. Mary and
Edmond Ryan had a large family of nine
children. Their daughters Mary, Alice and
Katie (Catherine) Ryan were born in 1872,
1884 and 1886 respectively, and their son
Jim Ryan was born in 1874, all were born

Fig 02 — Mary O'Brien and husband Edmond Ryan
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in Moandoherdagh. Alice Ryan’s birth was registered by her Grandmother Alice Breen, and
she was baptized Alice Thomasina Ryan after her Grandmother and Uncle.

Katie O'Brien married Peter Harding, a farmer’s son and cooper of Cauteen in the nearby parish
of Solohead. There was some resistance to the marriage and Katie was sent to her brother
Thomas in Boston. Peter Harding then travelled to Boston and they were married there from
Thomas O'Brien’s house before returning to Cauteen. Katie and Peter went on to have several
daughters, Katie Harding was born in 1876, married Maurice Neligan, and ran a fruit shop in
Glasgow. Another daughter Brighid (Fahey) lived and worked in Glasgow as a teacher, she
was said to frequent the Irish Patriotic Clubs in Glasgow and return in the school holidays with
funds and messages of support. ‘Punctually on the last day of term she would return to Cauteen
passing through Dublin where she would deliver money and dispatches to Arthur Griffiths from
the Glasgow Patriots’.® Margaret (Maggie) Harding was born in 1879 and took on the family
farm from her father. Alice Harding was born in 1882 and married Eamon Roche, a manager at
Mitchelstown Creameries. Agnes V. was born in 1890 and felt pressured to enter holy orders.
At fifteen she ran away to her older sister Katie in Glasgow, working there as a shop assistant,
returning in 1914 to be an assistant in McGraths bakery in Tipperary Town.

Edmond and Mary Ryan and their son Jim, by the 1901 census were owners of both the farm at
Moandoherdagh and a second farm at Templenoe. Jim had purchased the Templenoe farm at
auction, it had been the farm of Edmond'’s sister Johanna and her husband Cornelius O’'Brien.
The transition made by the Ryan family from tenant farmers in 1850 to owners in 1901 reflects
the outcome of the Land War and subsequent reforms, all the Moandoherdagh and Templenoe
farmers appear to have made the same transition. The 1901 census lists Edmond and Mary,
their son Jim, plus Johanna and Cornelius O'Brien as residing at Templenoe while Katie and
younger sister Agnes were residing in Moandoherdagh. Alice Ryan who was sixteen in 1901
was not listed as living locally, by then she was working in shops in Clonmel or Nenagh. In the
1911 census, Edmond and Mary Ryan and family were
not listed in Moandoherdagh, but only at the Templenoe
farm, with Edmond and Jim both listed as farmers.

Mary Ryan, daughter of Edmond and Mary and elder
sister of Alice and Katie, married Patrick Quigley, an
Inspector for Lipton’s Grocery Chain, in Limerick in 1893. "
Mary and Patrick then moved with Lipton’s to Dublin '
where Kathleen Quigley was born (1894) and then to
Glasgow where May Quigley was born (1895). They
lived in 34 Gardner Street and then 12 Caird Drive in i
the West End of Glasgow, close to the Lipton’s shop at | -

504 Dumbarton Road. Mary’s sister Josephine Ryan, a ' a v
nun at the nearby Notre Dame convent and school which b
Kathleen and May Quigley would have attended (Fig 03), -
was living with the Quigley family in Caird Drive in 1901. -

Mary had three sisters who became nuns, Josephine, ' 1 “ >
Agnes and Bridget. A first son Hugh was born in Glasgow w—

but died as a baby on the Isle of Bute, then Edmund 9 03‘*{3”(”99’; ;‘5’; May Quigley,
C.
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Mary's business and personal relationships appeared to change
during 1906 and 1907, the P.O. transferred to Mary from
patrick Quigley in June 1907, no more children were born after
september 1907. Alice Ryan supported her sister in Merrion P.O.
for a time before leaving for Tipperary in July 1907. Subsequently,
Hanna Moss arrived to support and stayed two years with Mary
being ‘very lonely after’. On Hanna leaving in June 1909, Katie
Ryan left employment at Brown Thomas's store in Dublin, and
started work the next day at the Merrion P.O.

Kathleen Quigley recalled her father less than fondly, reflecting

that he was short tempered with her. She had a small scar as

result of his carelessness. Mary's close friends Mr. and Mrs.

McGowan supported the family and appear in many family . -
photographs, while Patrick Quigley does not feature in any. Mary Fjgf,?fe—RM::?; ?;é%fey
got through the rough period and the family and business became 2

well established (Fig 06). Patrick Quigley was officially a grocer

in 1911, then a shop assistant in 1927. It appears he was more

1 1. distant after the 1907 hiatus but still formally head of the family.

Fig 04 — Mary (nee Ryan) and Patrick Quigley at their business at 238 Merrion Road. Mary Quigley's children often stayed with their Grandparents in

was born in 1902. The family moved back to Dublin before the births of Hugh in 1903 (Katie Templenoe, Hugh and Peggy Quigley were listed there, along
Ryan was his Godmother), Patrick in 1905, and Peggie their last child in 1907. On their return with Katie Ryan, in the 1911 census. Agnes V. recalled that the
to Dublin, Kathleen and May received music lessons and attended Sion Hill Dominican College. Harding, Ryan, and Quigley families were close. She described
walking across the fields to call on her Aunts and cousins, and
In March 1903 Patrick Quigley wrote a £120 cheque forthree [ XTSI WY T B ke that May Quigley frequented the Harding home in Cauteen and
years tenancy of 4 Herbert Terrace, Merrion Road, Dublin. | * e — . spent summers there. Agnes V. described May as being like a
Patrick and Mary initially established a grocers business |/ “smetowr well boas oy younger sister and best friend”.
however in September they acquired the Merrion Post Office oy ) " ',. o e :" et )
business (Fig 04), posting a £200 bond. Initially both the | . ooy wilan a4 oir? Before the Revolution
Grocer and P.O. businesses were in Patrick Quigley'sname. | thal" § fod &0 dirs Ireland in the early years of the 20" century was in a state of
Mary Quigley recorded thoughts and family events in the fabizd awrogleo | nething ferment. Organisations such as the IRB, the Fianna, Wolf Tone
P.O. accounts book., : et Lt o meadd! Clubs, Gaelic League, and Irish language classes, were providing
3 » 2 4 {1}0 '-i:{tﬂf A rallying points for those of a Republican persuasion. There were
Mary Quigley had difficult times in 1906 and wrote a prayer g 57 L 25 L ol many newspapers providing an alternate view from the British

in the book offering her daily suffering to God (Fig 05): ol fotner  thia) ] and mainstream press including: United Irishman, Sinn Féin,
“Tomorrow will be as God wills. In the meantime let Sdegle day afln| cl he Irish Freedom, The Irish Peasant, and Nation.
us do his holy will, yesterday has passed away and | Tty L o/ 5 L .
all that | had to endure has passed away too, nothing o {100 ey Al e L In Tipperary Sean Treacy joined the IRB in 1911, followed by

. ) : i fr.-';.{;- fn_a.‘l‘_ ot .'{Ir:,f--{-'.\". el
remains but the merit | have gained provided | offered bl e i ke, Fatioiad |0

; 31 others such as Maurice Crowe and Dinny Lacy in 1913. The Gaelic
my sufferings to God. Today | will try to suffer with Single -".:._uj o naly) Thin LEZ—}QU?, fqrmed to promote Irish Language and culture, was
patience. Today is but a single day after all how trifling | J#abe & wofer i fruine active in Tipperary and Sean Treacy became President. Crowe
it appears. My lord can | possibly do less than offer | ”W*;ﬁ}‘t ‘~ sl ¥5078) recounts meeting Sean at Irish classes and becoming firm friends.
e the affictions. the sfferitos. the fatliies o 4 R Michael O'Callaghan was another active member of the IRB and B l

single day, may then all | have to suffer, my (_ﬁvin? Fig 05 - Mary Quigley prayer :Eh?rn?)ae(!_'i)?DLeaguei! alqng‘ with Sean and Michael Fitzpatrick, . — '
master be for the love of thee. Mary Teresa Quigley'. émon wyer (O’Duibhir), Matt Barlow, Jack McCarthy?®. Fig 07b — Katie Ryan ~1910
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Fig 08 — Gaelic League 1917, cast of a play, Katie and Alice Ryan, Dinny Lacy, Sparky Breen,
Seén Duffy (from Des Mamane film)

Around 1911 Alice and Katie Ryan (Fig 07), after working in shops in Clonmel, Nenagh and
Dublin, including the Merrion P.O., established a Newsagent, Grocers, Tearoom and Boarding
business at 8 Church Street in Tipperary Town. The two sisters were very active in local cultural
and political organisations promoting Irish language and Independence; they sold and distributed
newspapers and literature supportive of these causes. The premises at 8 Church Street became
an established hang out for like-minded people. A photo of Gaelic League members dressed for
performance of a play (Fig 08) shows Alice (2" left front row) and Katie (2nd left in middle row)
with others who would later fight,
and in some cases die, in the
War of Independence and Civil
War, including Sean Duffy, Dinny
Lacy, and Martin ‘Sparky’ Breen®.
Kathleen and May Quigley spent
school holidays with their Aunts in
Church Street and Grandparents
in Templenoe (Fig 09).

The Irish Volunteers were farmed
in 1913 in reaction to Carson’s
unionist Ulster Volunteers. In May
1914 the organisation spread to
Tipperary town and district. After

Fig 09 — May and Kathleen Quigley, c1913
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the split, where a mlajority followed Redmond and joined the British army in support of the allies
in WW1, a Republican hard core remained, including many women. Redmond's position in
opposing votes for women, even if Irish Home Rule was granted, did not attract the suffragists.

pesmond Ryan recounted that Treacy™:
‘was often to be seen in these days lingering over books and papers (..) in the newsagents
shop kept by Alice and Kate Ryan in Church Street. (...) He was a close reader of all
Irish-Ireland papers of the time (...) He had a habit of buying up quantities of these to
keep the titles alive. He became very friendly with the Ryan sisters after his first visit,
and, a rare thing with him, told them much of what was in his mind’.

Alice Ryan’s intelligence gathering was apparently better than Seéan’s, Ide ni Riain described

how he and Alice became acquainted':
‘One day Alice was minding the shop when a young serious man, with the loveliest grey
eyes she had ever seen, and an expression of extraordinary seriousness, entered the
shop and asked for a copy of The Nation. “| know who you are”, she told him with a smile
as she handed him the paper, “Ye do not” he said offended, for Sean Treacy was a very
secret man, “Yes | do, you're Sean Treacy”. From that hour the two were friends; the little
shop eventually became Sean’s headquarters in Tipperary, and a clearing place for IRA
dispatches, in which Alice, to her amusement was always known as Dot

Cumann na mBan (The Women's Council) was formed as an Irish Republican women'’s
paramilitary organisation on 2 April 1914 in Dublin. The constitution of Cumann na mBan
(CnamB) was in support of the use of force by arms if necessary. The primary aims of the
organisation as stated in its constitution'? were to ‘advance the cause of Irish liberty’ and ‘to
organise Irishwomen in the furtherance of this object’, to ‘assist in arming and equipping a body
of Irish men for the defense of Ireland’, and to ‘form a fund for these purposes, to be called “The
Defense of Ireland Fund™. The majority of CnamB supported the Republican Irish Volunteers
against Redmond in the split. CnamB membership and organisation in Tipperary started after
its foundation in Dublin, Treacy referring to Alice as a ‘Cumann na mBan girl" in 1916.

Support for Republicanism (and indeed women’s rights) was not universal and support for
an armed struggle even less so. Parts of the population were doing well, benefiting from or
dependent on the British, or opposed to the violent methods of the past. Those with family
members in the British Army or the RIC had strong economic dependency. There were strong
reactions against Republicans, for example, a large Volunteer parade in Limerick was met with
agg(essive opposition from ‘separation women’ pelting with rotten fruit and other projectiles.’
Patrick Quigley was one of those who was against Republicanism.

In the years before 1916 the Volunteer and CnamB activities and structures were building.
G_ommittees were formed across the different Nationalist organisations to allow for strategic
allgnmems‘ Michael O’Callaghan described the situation of Republicanism in Tipperary Town
at thi_s time as being organised through a Committee with no defined structure or officers
appointed, but that he was a leader in the local area. Activities included drilling, training (e.g. use
of arms, signaling, first aid), recruiting, collection of funds, procurement and securing of arms
and ammunitic:-n, and avoiding the RIC. Memberships of the different organisations contributed
subspnptions. Dances, Feis, and other social gatherings were organised for raising funds and
recruitment. Guns were procured in various ways.

13
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Fig 10 & 11 — Kathleen Quigley Carysfort memories. Picture with friends, autograph book,
and postcard arranging meeting. DeValera was her maths teacher.
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puring this period Alice and Kate were very active. Sean Fitzpatrick reported that.'
‘From 1913 onwards, Miss Eilis Ryan, formerly of Church Street, Tipperary was an active
member of Cumann na mBan, attached to the 4th Battalion, South Tipp Brigade (later 3rd
Tipp Brigade). She was area president of the Tipp Branch, and her business premises,
in Church Street, was the rendezvous and contact point for prominent Irish Volunteers
and IRA men, such as Seéan Treacy, Dan Breen, and many others, who used it as local
headquarters for meetings etc., and also as a Dispatch Centre’.

to be a primary school teacher at Carysfort College
in Blackrock (Fig 10), where Eamon De Valera was ||
her maths lecturer. She recounted pinning a green ||
bow to the back of his gown around St Patrick's ||
Day as a joke, and being very disappointed that he
was not amused. Kathleen kept an Autograph Book )
from the end of her time at Carysfort College with |f| (_eann
autographs by her classmates,' plus a Carysfort . Oub
postcard arranging a meeting for outside Brown and ]15
Nolan’s (Fig 11). Kathleen Quigley shared her Aunts 0 Deel '
enthusiasm for Irish Independence. She produced an
illustrated version'® of the poem Ceann Dubh Dilis
(Dear Dark Head) by Liam O’ Maolroanaid (William ; I
Rooney) (Fig 12), co-founder with Arthur Griffiths of | § lgmOMaolRuanaid
the United Irishman newspaper in 1899 and Cumann
na nGaelhead in 1900.

May Quigley was a gifted musician with a rich soprano Fig 12 - An illustrated version of
voice and the original plan was for her to offer her life Ceann Dubh Dilis

in service of God. Her mother Mary Quigley recorded in the P.O. book: ‘My darling May went
to St John of God Wexford on the 6th of September 1914, name given was Sister Marien. She
was received on March 20th 1915, name Sister Marien Kevins'.

Between 1912 and 1914, Kathleen Quigley trained ‘f !ll
1 |'

Mary recorded in the P.O. book that ‘Kathleen and myself went to Wexford on 24th April 1916
found May well and happy'. Mary Quigley would have felt that her daughter May, who was
then twenty, had settled for a life in holy orders. However, change was in the air. The Quigley
women's Wexford visit was on the day of the Easter Rising in Dublin.

1916 Rising and Responses

Plans were in place for Tipperary Volunteer actions in support of an Easter Rising, but these were
thrown into confusion by orders to stand down on Easter Sunday. This was followed by news
that a rising had indeed commenced in Dublin on Easter Monday the 24 April 1916. Tipperary
Town became an extremely hostile place for Republicans during Easter week. Pro-British
elements, including military dependants, soldiers home on leave and the RIC made reprisals
against Republicans. Two RIC were killed by local activist Michael O’Callaghan. Alice Ryan
was involved in organising and providing logistical support and intelligence when O’Callaghan
was on the run and making his escape to America. She stated that her 1916 activities included
‘Helping Michael O’Callaghan’. ‘Michael O’Callaghan shot two RIC men’. ‘I took risks’."
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Tipperary Volunteers including Sean Treacy and Eamon O’Duibhir made attempts to get to
Dublin but the British and RIC reaction closing down routes meant that this was not possible.
The Tipperary ability to fight in 1916 was severely hampered by lack of ammunition, Sean
Treacy and Dan Allis (the Doon Commander) went to Limerick who had a surplus, meeting
Michael Brennan who gave them a supply.®

Sean Treacy then cycled round the area communicating with the different Volunteer groups.
William McCarthy met him on Easter Tuesday on his way into Tipperary and warned him of
the hostile situation. He suggested Treacy should not go into town but that McCarthy take a
dispatch. Treacy instructed him to take it to ‘Cumann na mBan girl named Alice Ryan''®, Alice
Ryan read the dispatch and sent for some of the Volunteer leadership, they then wrote a dispatch
back to Sean Treacy which McCarthy delivered. McCarthy and Treacy were discussing the
next move when they were joined by Jack Crowe and Ned Dwyer. Sean suggested seizing
gelignite from quarry at Soloheadbeg to blow up Limerick Junction Railway Station. They split
up to go to different Companies to seek information from HQ, Treacy went to Galbally. There
followed a severe clampdown by the British, known Volunteers were compelled to surrender
arms to their local RIC. The Limerick arms and ammunition stocks from which Treacy had been
supplied were seized one week later by the British.?®

The clampdown by the British included the internment of prominent Republicans. Many were
held in large numbers for an extended period in prisons such as Wakefield, Reading and
Frongoch which became known as Republican Universities where the Republican leaders
had time to strategize and organise, generating ideas that would inform subsequent activities.

The executions by the British of the Easter Rising leadership created outrage in Ireland and
throughout the diaspora, and together with the hostile clampdown, was key in turning the tide
of public opinion towards the Republican cause.

Organising and first encounters (1st half 1917)

With public opinion moving behind the Republic, the membership and activities of both the
CnamB and the Volunteers increased rapidly. The following year 1917 was a time of intense
organising in a much more structured way than previously in part due to outcomes from the
Republican Universities. Seamus Robinson, who had been interned with Eamon O’Duibher and
Michael Brennan in Reading jail, arrived at Kilshenane to assist in organising the local area.
Kilshenane became a base for Irish Volunteers, Sinn Féin, Gaelic League, Cumann na mBan,
plus IRB.?' Sean Treacy was very active establishing and setting standards and programs for
local Volunteer units.

Elizabeth Bloxham supported the formation of CnamB across the country including Tipperary

Town. She visited Tipperary Town and recorded her meeting with Alice Ryan and Sean Treacy

at 8 Church Street.??
‘I had been organising in County Clare and arrived in Tipperary town in the evening and
was feeling rather tired but the girls told me there was to be a procession through the
town and they were to march with the Volunteers. |, of course, joined in and | can still see
the blazing torches and hear the brass bands. | was spending the night with a member
of Cumann na mBan. | think her name was Ryan. We had entered her shuttered shop
and had lit a candle when Sean Treacy arrived. He had heard | had worked in the North
and wanted to meet me. | sat on the counter and Sean on a packing case. He was full of
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enquiries about the Ulster people. He felt sure that, at heart, they must be national. He
was sure there was fine stuff in them and if only they were not kept in the dark about the
history of their country they would feel as we did. | had lived nearly six years in the North
and could not share Sean’s idealistic opinions, but | hadn't the heart to disillusion him.
Doubtless he associated them with Wolfe Tone and his type who had fought and died for
their country and he linked up this memory with the present time. | mentally contrasted
his outlook with what | had been familiar with in the North. Sean wanted to hear good of
them, but, with rare exceptions they only wanted to hear such things of the South as would
justify their prejudices and confirm their belief that Protestants lived in fear of persecution.
One person stands out in my memory as an exception. She was a Scots woman who on
hearing my Connaught brogue asked me of the people among whom | had lived. When |
told her of them her face lit up. “I hear nothing here but what is bad of them”, she said, “but
I've always believed in my heart that they must be like my own people, the Highlanders”.
The girl in whose house | was staying reminded Sean of the lateness of the hour but
Sean talked on. So that was the young fellow with generous impulses and high ideals
who later on became the ruthless soldier and ended by being shot in Talbot Street. Alas
and alas! for the bitter ending'.

Sean Treacy established Tipperary Irish Volunteer Companies in early 1917, two in Tipp Town,
and one in each of Donohill, Donaskeigh, Solohead, and Mount Bruis. At Mount Bruis Treacy
himself was reportedly drilling a Company of 20 women in parallel to the men.?

Alice Ryan was elected as President
of the 4th Battalion Cumann na mBan,
Kitty Power as Battalion Adjutant and
Chrissie Nagle as Battalion Treasurer.
An iconic picture shows the Battalion
leaders in CnamB uniform in Tipperary
Town (Fig 13). They worked under
Treacy and with women across the
Battalion area to establish CnamB
Branches, first in Tipperary Town and
Solohead, then Bansha, Donohill,
Donaskeigh and Mt Bruis. Battalion
Meetings were held weekly in Tipperary
Town and regular Branch Meetings in
each location. The women of Tipperary
Town, Soloheadbeg and Donohill
reported activities in 1917 including
drilling, dispatches, fundraising for
arms, dances and raffles, first aid
training, and logistical and financial
support for prisoners and their families.

Fig 13 — 4th Battalion South Tipperary Brigade
Cumann na mBan
Five gallant members of Tipperary Town Cumann na
‘ mBan. Back: Lizzie Byron and her mother Hannah Byron
The Tipperary Town branch of Cumann  Front: Alice Ryan, President; Kay Power, Secretary and

na mBan was referred to as Alice Ryan Chrissie Nagle, Treasurer




Tipperary Historical Journal 2025

as the ‘Ethna Carberry branch’.?* Ethna Carberry was the pen name of Ethna Johnston, vice
president of the radical nationalist and womens movement Inghinidhe na hEireann. Her writing
evoked independent Irish culture and was among the most popular in Ireland for a time after
her early death aged 36 in 1902.

Alice Ryan described her activities as ‘Full time’, ‘collecting funds and organising CnamB’ under
command of ‘S. O'Treacy' ?® Other CnamB women describe working with Alice in setting up
branches. Alice’s cousin Margaret Harding was elected Treasurer of the Solohead Branch.
Katie Ryan was not included however her involvement was documented in the 1953 pensions
process. Her exclusion may have been at her own request as she was somewhat traumatised
by events.

Key members of the Volunteer leadership Fitzpatrick, Barlow, Crowe, Shanahan documented

the role of the Ryan sisters and 8 Church Street.?®
‘From the formation of Cumann-na-mBan she (Alice) was the leader President of the
District, equivalent to Batt. O.C. and from then she carried out her duties in the most
exemplary manner and on a practically whole time basis. She and her sister Kate (Mrs
Tom Lynch) when resident in Church Street, Tipperary from 1916 could be described as
members of the Brigade Staff of the Irish Volunteers, so much were they in the confidence
of the leaders of the movement. Sean Treacy, Dan Breen, Dinny Lacy, Sean Fitzpatrick,
Con Moloney, and others of the most active of the Battalion and Brigade organisers used
the Ryan home as a headquarters and meeting place. The sisters helped materially and
at personal risk in many of the major national activities'.

A separate statement from Maurice Crowe.?”
‘Important centre in Tipperary Town from 1916 onwards was No. 8 Church Street, owned
by Misses A and K Ryan, both members of Cuman na mBan. Alice Ryan was the local
President. It was also a dispatch centre and meeting place for Volunteer officers as well
as prominent IRB members’.

Dan Breen.?®
‘Miss Alice Ryan and her sister Kate Ryan were the mainstay for us from 1917. It was
Miss Alice Ryan who organised the women of South Tipp. Her home was open for all
and our meetings were held in her house, we also left in her care arms etc'.

Kathleen Quigley wrote a letter in the form of a poem (Fig 14) recalling her visits to her Aunts
Alice and Katie at 8 Church Street.?® She recalled cycling on an old bicycle, dressed as a boy
with hair pushed under a cap, doing errands for her Aunts, and dances in Glen Aherlow:

‘How are all the dear folks in Tipperary

The boys and the girls that | knew

When | tripped about town light and airy

And on my old bicycle flew

()

And now the rain is softly falling

| think of that day long ago

When Joe at 8 Church Street came calling
To bring us to Glen Aherlow

Alice Ryan and The Women of 8 Church Street Tipperary (Part One)

And then in the evening we wended
Our way to the dance at the cross
Where as we fully intended

We allowed no chance go to loss’.

May Quigley stayed with her Aunt's at 8 Church Street in March of 1917, having left the Convent
in Wexford and her work there as a music teacher, ostensibly to aid in recovery from a severe
illness. Possibly May was deviating from the path defined for her, as Agnes V. Harding had
done years before. Mary Quigley wrote a ‘prayer for a wayward daughter’ followed by ‘three
Hail Mary’s’ in the P.O. book (Fig 15). Mary's wishes for her daughter were to be frustrated,
her notes of May's progress in the Convent were to be scribbled over.

May met Sean Treacy for the first time at 8 Church Street in March 1917 when May was twenty-
one and Sean twenty-three. At this first meeting May was somewhat underwhelmed by him in
contrast to the high praise he was afforded by Alice and Katie. May questioned why they made
such a fuss. This initial impression didn't last.*®

East Clare by-election, Imprisonments and Hunger Strikes (2nd half 1917)

The East Clare by-election on 10 July 1917 led to the victory of Eamon De Valera the Sinn Féin
leader. After his election victory De Valera spoke at the sports field in Tipperary in early August.
Sean Treacy organised the Volunteers security detail. The Volunteers marched in uniform to
the gathering. Tipperary being a Garrison Town there was opposition. As they passed through
town the Solohead Volunteers were pelted with rotten eggs and vegetables by the Separation
Women and other dependents of the British government.*!
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Fig 14 & 15 — Kathleen Quigley: Letter in a form of poem and Kathleen Quigley: A prayer for a
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After the de Valera visit there were arrests of Tipp Volunteers for parading in uniform. O Duibhir
was taken to Cork jail then court martialled and then sent up to Mountjoy* where he was joined
up in a cell with Ashe, Shinners of Ennis, and Seamus Dunne of Dublin. Stack, Fionan Lynch,
Michael Brennan were also there. Sean Treacy was arrested shortly after O'Duibhir, sentenced
to six months, and joined the others in Mountjoy.*

Sean Treacy joined with the other Volunteer leaders, many of whom were 1916 Republican
University graduates, to formulate strategies and plans. During this period there are multiple
records of visitors including Tipperary CnamB women, indeed, Sean’s cousin Annie Ryan
visited. Desmond Ryan reports that on the 20 October Treacy wrote to P. Deere from Mountjoy
saying that Katie Ryan was visiting on Saturday and that he should apply for a visiting permit
and could come in with her.** Other of the CnamB women in their statements mentioned
bringing dispatches to Dublin and visiting prisoners. Communications, support for the prisoners,
collections, and physical and financial support for prisoners’ families were some of the core
functions of CnamB in these times.

Kathleen and May Quigley were based at the family home in Merrion Road, Dublin. They
visited the prisoners with news and provisions, and took dispatches. During their visits they
collected the signatures of a number of the hunger strikers. Collecting autographs was a
common hobby at the time, and in this case helped facilitate the passage of messages, and
also identify and confirm the whereabouts and wellbeing of prisoners. Kathleen used the
same autograph book that she had used previously to record the memories and signatures of
her Carysfort classmates. The ‘Mountjoy Hunger Strikers’ signatures, dated 8 October 1917,
towards the rear of the book include Treacy, O'Duibhir, the Brennan brothers, Stack, Lynch
and O’'Coleman among others (Fig 16). A separate autograph book thought to have been May
Quigley's was signed by prisoners on 22 and 28 October. This book was donated by the family
of Kathleen Quigley to Kilmainham Museum together with a silver locket presented to May by
Sean Treacy's colleagues. (Fig 17).

In mid November 1917 the prisoners were transferred to Dundalk, some of the autographs
refer to ‘next stop Dundalk'’. Initially in Dundalk prison ‘privileges were withdrawn so immediate
hunger strike, released after 4 to 6 days under the cat and mouse act’.*®* Sean and the other
Dundalk Internees found after their release that Volunteer and CnamB activity had continued
to ramp up with 1917 described by William McCarthy as ‘a year of drilling and organising, feis,
and hurling matches for funds’.

After Treacy's release from Dundalk, May Quigley and Sean grew more attached.*

“Treacy had fallen in love with her at first sight, and very soon made his feelings known to
her. They were accepted lovers for two years or so before they were formally engaged.
He loved this lively girl with the close cropped hair. It was to her he revealed his chivalry
and tenderness. He talked whimsically of the ideal home he was planning for her on the
very top of the Galtee mountains, all marble and gold. He wanted to talk to her in Irish as
he said that only in Irish could a man make love. So he sent her some special lessons,
carefully set out’.

May accompanied Sean to meetings. At one meeting it was reported that Collins was giving
a rousing speech when Sean interrupted and cautioned him on his language as there were
ladies present.’” May played piano and sang at Ceilidhs they attended together.
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Fig 16 — pages of Kathleen Quigley autograph book
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Preparing for War, General Election and Sinn Féin Victory (1918)

In early 1918 the extension to Ireland of forced conscription into the British Army was threatened
by the British Government. Much effort was expended by the Republicans, including Volunteers
and CnamB, in opposing the proposal, and promoting the Volunteers as an alternative path.
Volunteer numbers and activities significantly increased.

The British response was a further round of arrests and the imposition of Military Areas. Sean
Treacy was arrested again on 28 February for drilling Volunteers in Cappawhite. Michael
Brennan reported: ‘26" February 18 — Arrested and Clare declared ‘military area’, Dundalk
jail, joined by Sean Treacy and Seamus O’Neil from Tipp. Hunger Strike again. 10 days later
called off as agreement reached in Dublin on conditions and political status’.

While Treacy was on Hunger Strike there was great concern in Tipperary and there were public
demonstrations organised by the CnamB women in support of political status. There was a
mobilisation with Tipperary Volunteers and May Quigley travelling to Dundalk to attempt to
liberate Sean and the others. Tadgh Crowe reported.*
‘Plans for his rescue were afoot and Maurice Crowe and Dan Breen left for Dundalk. |
followed the following day (...) On the train journey from Dublin to Dundalk | had as a
travelling companion a young lady whom | did not know.

On arrival in Dundalk, | met Maurice Crowe, Dan Breen and Frank Thornton who was there
from GHQ and learned from them that, as Treacy and his two fellow prisoners — Michael
Brennan of Clare, and Seamus O'Neill of Cashel — had been granted their demand for
treatment as political prisoners, the hunger strike was over. (...) | called to the prison to visit
Sean and, to my surprise, who was there concluding a visit to him, only my lady travelling
companion. She was a Miss May Quigley who was then, or later, engaged to Sean’.

After the granting of political status in Dundalk Prison the Volunteers resumed business under a
favourable regime as had been the case in Mountjoy. Desmond Ryan reported that on 25 March®:
‘Treacy was dealing with messages, in a letter to Maurice Crowe he says he was kept
busy answering letters that had arrived during the hunger strike including a few from Ailis
(Miss Alice Ryan). He goes on to give instructions on guns and ammunitions, gelignite etc.
He asks Crowe to send him other covering addresses as the SS may suspectAilis, No.8.’

Treacy later joked with Alice over her handwriting, saying he was able to read it after he turned
it upside down. Alice's writing style was distinctive.

Maurice Crowe reports some detail of the content of Treacy’s communications through Alice
Ryan.*® On 18 April 1918 he received a letter from Sean Treacy, who was then in Dundalk
jail, Sean ordered him to leave his employment and give his whole time to the Volunteer Org
which he did. Crowe further reported that Alice Ryan got a second letter from Sean instructing
that Crowe and Dinny (Lacy) had to ‘go to work on our mothers farm’, Treacy's cryptic code
for starting to work full time for Ireland.

Treacy was released after some months, and O’'Duibhir and Brennan were released sometime
around the end of the year. Brennan recounts meeting Sean Treacy in Limerick on his release
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Fig 17— a silver locket presented to May by Sean Treacy's colleagues

and having a ‘long discussion on general situation, not going back to prison, always to be
armed and fight arrest. Skint — laughed at false ‘German Gold’ claims by the British’. Brennan
reported a drop off in Volunteer turnout for exercises once WW1 ended with removal of the
conscription threat.

The CnamB were in charge of raising and distributing funds including hardship payments for
prisoners and their dependents. Eamon O’'Duibhir was offered £200 on his release from prison
but didn’t want to accept.*!
‘Miss A.Ryan Secretary of Cumann na mBan in the County, she said there were some
families could use it, mentioned Dan Breen’s mother, the Fitzpatricks who had been hard
hit, Hogans of Dualla, Seamus Malone (...) £80 went to Dan Breen’s mother and £40 to
each of the other families’.

O'Duibhir reported they raised £1000 for arms.

Pension applications give some idea of the activities of the CnamB in 1918. Alice Ryan briefly
described her service as ‘full time’ under command of Treacy and Breen.*? Katie Ryan stated*®
‘continuous C-n-m, During this period my house at 8 church street was an HQ for Brigade
Officers i.e. Treacy, Breen and others were continuously using my house, carried dispatches
and important verbal messages etc'. Crissie Nagle Treasurer 4" Batt and Tipp Town Branch
CnamB described ‘continuous service' from 1% April 1918, ‘Alice Ryan commanding — carried
out all orders’. ‘Collecting money for the IRA, organised anti conscription parades, raised
money for election and helped the IRA'. ‘Very active in the General Election and gave all time
to Company’s activities’. ‘Carried food to prisoners in Tipp Barracks’. ‘Supported prisoners
families’. ‘Organised Dances in aid of IRA. Carried Dispatches. Collected money’.** Susan
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Brennock Tipp Town Branch Adjutant stated that ‘organised dances, flag days etc., catered
for Volunteers on duty at General Election’.*®

Around Christmas 1918 Seamus Robinson recalled that Sean Treacy visited him at Kilshenane
with his fiancé May Quigley, and that Treacy and he discussed and formulated plans for the
ambush and seizure of a gelignite shipment, as a way of securing explosives for the War effort.*s

War of Independence (1919)

On 21 Jan 1919, the same day as the first meeting of the republican Dail Eireann in Dublin,
Sean Treacy, Dan Breen, and Seamus Robinson led the ambush at Soloheadbeg. Two RIC
Officers who were escorting the gelignite cart were killed, having drawn their weapons when
challenged. There were two civilians with them who were scared but otherwise unharmed. Treacy
later told Alice and Katie Ryan separately that the RIC deaths were regrettable but inevitable.
The ambush was not authorised by Republican HQ and caused consternation in Dublin.

The Soloheadbeg action triggered a large response by the RIC and British Army in Tipperary,
looking for the Volunteers responsible, and attempting to recover the gelignite. The Volunteers,
CnamB and wider support network were able to confound the British, and the men escaped. Alice
Ryan ‘was our contact after Soloheadbeg’ according to Breen.*” The fugitives after Soloheadbeg
initially went across the Glen of Aherlow and up the Galtees to shelter in caves, then they moved
through various safe houses. South Tipp was proclaimed a military area and reinforced with
additional British Military and RIC. At one time they were staying quite near the ambush site.
Ide Ni Riain recorded that*
‘It was while they were lodging with Ned O’Brien of Galbally that Alice Ryan received a
secret and urgent dispatch telling her Sean Treacy wanted to see her. Quickly, quickly,
she got out the tall push bike, wrapped herself in a waterproof (there was a deluge of
rain) and pedalled like the furies of hell from Donohill to Galbally. She found the hero of
the Solohead ambush seated at a table in an upper room polishing his gun. The table
before him was covered in rifles. ‘What is it Sean, what can | do for you?” She asked,
“Ah” he said, “I only wanted to see you. Sit down and tell me the news”.

They heard British military nearby but they went past without stopping. Alice was annoyed at
being brought needlessly into a conflict area:
“And what will become of me Sean, if there is shooting?” she asked. Sean chuckled quietly,
he thought it a very amusing question, “Sure ye'll be blown up the same as the rest of us!™.

The reprisals and actions in response to Soloheadbeg by the British and RIC were extensive
and especially focused on any known associates of Volunteers suspected of involvement. 8
Church Street was again under suspicion and ‘After the Soloheadbeg incident in January 1919
their house was raided on several occasions by British forces’.*?

Agnes V. Harding was engaged to Seamus Ryan of Deerpark Kilfeacle, a friend of Eamon
Roche, husband of Agnes' sister Alice Harding. With encouragement from Roche, who was a
manager at Mitchelstown Creameries, Agnes V. and Seamus in 1918 established the Monument
Creamery in Parnell Street, opposite the Parnell Monument and close to the Gresham Hotel.
The business was based on sourcing quality dairy produce from the Tipperary area. They
married in February 1919 without frills in the Pro-Cathedral, Dublin, and went straight back
to work. Edmond Quigley (Kathleen and May's brother) was a witness. Agnes and Seamus
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strongly supported the Republican cause, it was said that a portion of the Monument Creamery
profits went to the IRA.%°

After Soloheadbeg Treacy, Breen and Robinson were hosted by Agnes and Seamus at the
parnell St Monument Creamery which from then served as an IRA safe house, meeting place,
clearing house for dispatches, workspace, and hiding place for munitions. Treacy, Breen and
Robinson had the freedom of Parnell Street. Breen used a room as an office and Treacy made
false bottoms in crates for the transport of dispatches, guns and ammunition. The crates would
be shipped from Kingsbridge Station by Seamus under the guise of normal creamery activity.
As cover, when entering or leaving the premises Sean pretended to be ‘the electrician’ and
Dan ‘the plumber’.®!

Eamon O’Duibhir was involved with Treacy in the gun running from Dublin to Tipp, with Treacy
and he sending ‘wires back and forth in Treacy’s code’. Arms shipments were sent to various Tipp
locations under the noses of the British. Thomas Ryan reports: ‘Cahir is a good town to send
arms for Tipp Vols due to ‘Loyalist’ perception, guns from Dublin arrive packed in egg boxes’.5

Treacy returned to Tipperary from Dublin in early May and presided over a 3rd Brigade meeting.
It was reported that Treacy and Breen'’s focus was on procuring more arms in Dublin. Dances
were organised to raise funds, Michael Davern describes the dance at Kilshenane on 9 May
attended by 70 or 80 couples at 2/- per person which continued till 5am, after which Sean
Hogan was arrested in an RIC raid as he was eating breakfast.

Two days later Hogan was rescued by the Volunteers at Knocklong Station after a dramatic
shoot out on the train taking him under armed guard to Cork for trial. A dispatch rider brought
the news of the Knocklong ambush to O'Duibhir at Kilshenane stating ‘Breen injured, Treacy
also (but less), money needed’ O'Duibhir instructed Michael Davern to proceed to Alice Ryan
‘a prominent CnamB girl' of Church St Tipperary.® There he met Sean Duffy and Col Maloney,
informed them of Knocklong, and gave instructions to inform Mrs Treacy, Breen and Hogan of
their son's condition. By the following day £100 was collected for the men on the run. Breen
stated Alice Ryan was their ‘contact after Knocklong’. Tipp was now declared a special military
area and martial law imposed.

Aiter Knocklong, Treacy, Breen, Hogan, Robinson stayed with Michael Brennan in East Clare
for some weeks. Knocklong was a thrilling rescue and captured the public imagination. Sean
sent the handcuffs from Hogan to Agnes V. and to Alice Ryan a bullet removed from his body
as souvenirs. Once they recovered from Knocklong the ‘Big 4, as Treacy, Breen, Robinson
and Hogan were being described in the press, went to Dublin to support Michael Collins’
organisation there.>*

Treacy, Breen and Robinson again spent time with the Ryans at the Monument Creameries.
During this period the Ryans moved to live above their second shop in Camden Street which
they opened in 1920, Treacy helped them with the move. The IRA boys were allocated room
to use as a base at Camden Street where Michael Collins was a frequent visitor. Treacy laid
linoleum and made an office in the yard, later used by Liam Lynch and Seén Lemass. Agnes
V. Ryan was close to May Quigley. When Sean and May were in Dublin, they used Agnes V.’s
Camden Street home as a rendezvous. May and Sean spent happy times in the room above

25




Tipperary Historical Journal 2025

the shop, May often singing ‘Danny Boy’ at Sean’s request. Sean gave May a book ‘The Four
Winds of Erin’, of poems by Ethna Carberry (Fig 18), that speak of Irish History and Culture
and aspirations for Independence, he signed the book ‘to Maire, love Sean’.

After Soloheadbeg the Volunteer and CnamB organisation came under heavy scrutiny and
Martial Law was imposed on the area. Kitty Power Adj/Secy of 4th Battalion and member of
Tipp Town Branch CnamB reported of those days.>

‘The organisation was banned shortly after the Soloheadbeg ambush in 1919. Then we became
a semi-military body and an object of attention to the RIC. Later in 1919 lorries of soldiers and
peelers came in and beat up everyone they met. Shops shuttered and closed'.

Alice Ryan reported she was ‘Full time, Tipperary and Limerick areas, under Sean Treacy
command, keeping organisations going. Martial law in our area’. Katie Ryan was ‘C-n-m
continuous’, ‘attended meetings, conferences, took dispatches, made first aid kits. Home raided
by British forces’. There were increasing numbers of Volunteer prisoners in jails, they and their
dependents supported by the CnamB women.

The increased IRA activity and the British responses meant that many of the Volunteers operated
as Active Service Units (ASUs) moving from place to place with support from the CnamB and
others who were sympathetic. Maggie Harding’s example was illustrative of the CnamB support
provided in the country areas for ASUs. Ide ni Riain reported that Maggie®®:
‘Took on the Harding farm when her father died, joined Cumann na mBan and set to work
helping the boys to the limits, and beyond, of her resources. Her first care was to feed
them, second was to store for them and distribute clothing, parcels of which came from
the IRA clubs in Glasgow. The carrying of dispatches was done by youngest sister Josie
Harding. Dinny Lacy is said to have had a shine for Josie Harding. The men came down

{ um\lfm\g
L= __Cuunn

Alice Ryan and The Women of 8 Church Street Tipperary (Part One)

from the Galtees, from Cappagh White, or Keeper Hill, unshaven with shoes hanging
from their feet, and would recount their adventures by the fire. The Harding women in
Cauteen had to give up their supper to men on many nights. The girls slept in the barn
or kept vigil. (...) Sean Treacy and Dan Breen were often there’.

The Tan War Ramps Up and Death in Dublin (1920)

In January 1920, recruitment began in Great Britain for the RIC and about 10,000 men enlisted
during the conflict, soon gaining the name Black & Tans. The Tans would ostensibly support the
RIC in their actions against the Volunteers with the intent of quashing the rebellion, this led to
a serious escalation, as in parallel the Volunteers were increasing in strength and capabilities.
Black and Tans arrived in Tipperary Town March 1920. It was increasingly difficult to move
around for the IRA and CnamB.

The role of Cumann na mBan was increasing in scope, levels of personal danger, and risks, in
line with the wider escalation. Kitty Power: ‘| was a shopkeeper and member of Sinn Féin that
the police marked out for special attention because | was a member of an illegal Organization’,
‘Went with Pres (Alice Ryan) to visit prisoners but was warned by Priest ‘they can do anything
to ye, take care’. Support from the Priest was sweet at a time when people would be afraid to
be friends with us’.>” Battalion meetings were still held in 8 Church Street but the Town was
becoming an increasingly hostile place for the CnamB women.

Fig 18— Seén gave May a book ‘The Four Winds of Erin’, of poems by Ethna Carberry

26

Fig 19 — Sean Treacy letter to May Quigley
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In early 1920 Treacy, Breen and Robinson moved between Tipperary and Dublin. They used
the Monument Creameries as a base and for meetings when in Dublin. The Big 4 from Tipp,
Dick McKee Dublin Brigadier, Peadar Clancy Vice-Brigadier, and Seamus Ryan had meetings
at Camden Street. Dublin was under increasing British oppression. The Tans raided several
properties adjacent to the Ryan’s. Agnes V. had suggested to the Tans that she had a brother
in the British Army so was left alone.

Sean returned to Tipperary on 24 June 1920 and from his new location he wrote a letter (Fig 19)
to May Quigley®®:
‘We've arrived here safe, no enemy in sight. Country looks most peaceable, do hurry
down as I'm anxiously waiting. Had you any interesting dreams since. I'd like to hear
them if you had. How's Katie? Write soon dear, you need not tire yourself writing a long
letter — just put your name on a bit of paper and I'll be delighted to receive it — it may
help to cheer me up some time when | want it. Sean’.

Now back in Tipp, Sean and Dan found there were many more now fighting, having been
motivated by Black and Tan violence. There were hundreds of boys now on the run as they
could have been shot on sight for known or suspected services to the IRA. Sean and Dan
found however, that the new recruits were quite useless, so with Dinny Lacy they were busy
organising and training them. Training for effective Active Service Units (ASUs) involved harsh
conditions. Sean Harding, younger brother of Maggie and Agnes V, recalled.*

‘The Glen of Aherlow is a quilt of fields with hedges through which the columns travelled

rather than using the roads. They used to fall into herds of cattle or into bogs, remarking

on a splash landing “Is it a land worth fighting for at all?™.

In the summer of 1920, the guerilla war slowly gained ground, and by May more than 90 of
the smaller police barracks had gone up in flames. Treacy and Breen were in the thick of it,
McCarthy documents one attack on the Rearcross RIC Barracks, ‘Treacy and Breen joined in
the action, Treacy was slightly wounded, after dispersing the Volunteers regrouped at Coolbawn’.

The Tans and RIC raided extensively in response. One raid on Maggie Harding’s home was
described by her sister Brighid.®®
‘Tans raided the house in Cauteen and emptied everything around the floor, including
the woollens from Glasgow that Maggie was hoarding for the boys, only Katie Harding,
Maggie's elderly mother was at home and she was unharmed. When Maggie returned
and saw the mess she burst into tears’.

On 12 September 1920, Treacy went up once more to Dublin to discuss strategy, secure
arms, and support Dublin operations. A few days later he wrote to Alice Ryan that his wedding
to May Quigley was set for 25 October (May's birthday). The wedding was to be secret from
the British and also secret from May Quigley's father. May had previously arranged a job as a
pianist at the cinema in Ennis to facilitate her leaving Dublin. The wedding was to be at Alice
Ryan’s cousin’'s house in Grange, close to Dan Breen's mother’s, where Sean and May were
planning to set up home.5'

Dublin at this time was swarming with British Military, Intelligence, Tans and RIC, all intent on
quashing the IRA through whatever means. The Volunteers and their supporters were under
extreme pressure, to constantly avoid raids, avoid stop and search checkpoints, shaking off
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spies, and avoiding routines and places under surveillance. Treacy and Breen got together in
Dublin, they were being tailed by agents of the British and having a difficult time shaking them
off. ‘Anyone helping out was at grave risk but Sean and Dan were ever welcome at many safe
houses’.%

Breen and Treacy stayed the night of 13 October at ‘Fernside’ the home of a Professor Carolan,
but unfortunately they were spotted and the British Army raided the house in the night. There
was an intense gunfight in which several British Officers and men were killed. On the morning
of 14 October, Treacy was informed of Breen's survival and visited him in hospital where Breen
thought he was seeing a ghost. Treacy left to meet the Dublin Volunteers leadership to discuss
logistics of safe passage to a place of recovery for Breen. Sean arranged to meet Dublin IRA
Brigadier Dick McKee and Vice-Brigadier Peadar Clancy at Clancy's Republican Outfitters
store in Talbot St. It was under surveillance.

British Military raided Talbot Street in large numbers and heavily armed. Treacy died in the
struggle against overwhelming forces through a shot to his head. Lt Price of the British was
killed by Treacy and two bystanders also died. The other Republicans made good their escape.
The situation was at boiling point, Clancy and McKee were well known to the Tans. The death
of Treacy in Talbot Street was a devastating blow to the Tipperary Volunteers. Eamon O'Duibhir
expressed regret that Treacy had not reached Stella Gdns (his sisters in Dublin) where he
believed he could have saved him.

The last time May saw Sean she was alone in Merrion when he made a surprise visit saying
‘'something made me come tonight’, ‘| had to see you | flew’. May had a sense of foreboding
when Sean left.** Sean last saw Agnes V. around 6 October in Camden Street and met her
new baby Kathleen Ryan who had been born on 20 September 1920.%

According to Alice Ryan, Sean had been warned that if he followed his course the streets would
be flowing with blood and Sean replied grimly ‘Maybe the blood will be mixed’, and afterwards
Alice said ‘And weren't Sean’s words fulfilled that day in Talbot Street’ .5

Treacy Funeral, Aftermath

After Treacy’s remains were returned by the British they lay overnight in Dublin Catholic Pro-
Cathedral. They were then transported by train to Limerick Junction Station where a very large
crowd of mourners carried the coffin with a Republican Guard of Honour including the Cumann
na mBan women. The coffin was carried first to Soloheadbeg and then on to Kilfeacle, a distance
of 7 miles. Many republicans were part of the procession, the British and RIC were watchful
but did not intervene, except to confiscate a large number of bicycles which had been left by
the crowd, possibly to hinder the dispersal of the assembled Republicans. The Volunteers
gave a Military salute and volley of shots at the graveside despite the British having warned
not to do this.

The apparently respectful watchfulness of the RIC and Tans did not extend beyond the internment
of Treacy's remains. On the night of the funeral there were raids on known Republican households.
There were suggestions these could have been informed by documents found on Treacy in
Talbot Street. A middle of the night raid on the O’Dwyer household in Bansha trapped the
three Volunteer O’'Dwyer brothers (brothers of Cumann na mBan Bansha Branch Adjutant Cait
O'Dwyer) at the family home. As the home was searched two of the brothers were dragged
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out and executed in cold blood in front of the family. It was said that a searcher found the third
brother but decided that two was enough.®®

Alice Ryan refers to this in a letter to Dan Breen supporting Cait O'Dwyer’s pension claim®’;
‘About K O'Dwyer, hell if the loss of her two lovely young brothers is not enough to entitle her
to a claim — | am dumb for even when | think of their deaths and her bravery that night'.

Cait O'Dwyer refused to support the public enquiry in recording the deaths of her two brothers
as self defense as proposed by the Military, and showed bravery in speaking out to this effect
rather than accepting that the Tans version be formally recorded.

In the following days further actions by the RIC and Tans took place against Republicans, for
example Margaret Frewen the GHQ Intelligence Volunteer based at Limerick Junction reported
‘Arrested 16 October 1920 after Sean Treacy remains transported but released the next day’.%®

There was a Baycott put in place against any interactions with the British, which CnamB women
supported by producing and distributing flyers and posting bills. Those who had shops or public
houses were in the front line of the boycott. Kitty Power described how Auxies came into her
public house asking to celebrate on Armistice Day during the boycott and ‘demanded drink with
their rifles at the ready. | said | had none. They asked were those bottles and barrels empty. |
said | had none for them™®®. She was eventually compelled to serve them.

Volunteer activities by the Active Service Units were ramping up in intensity. On 13 November
1920 the Volunteers carried out ambushes in Glen Aherlow. The British reaction was to wreck
and loot three shops in Tipperary Town: Moloneys, Irish House, and Hayes.” Kitty Power
describes those days.”! ‘A few days later the Aherlow Ambush occurred and | had to stand the
racket, every ambush in the adjoining counties a reprisal was carried out in Tipperary’'.

The lIrish House (63-64 Main Street) a large drapery store had been a Republican Hub where
Sean Duffy (who took over Treacy’s position after his death) and Thomas Lynch (who was
Volunteer First Lieutenant, Flying Column First Officer, Southern Brigade Adjutant, and married
Katie Ryan in 1925) both worked. The Irish House is mentioned as a destination for arms and
ammunition deliveries by CnamB women. Duffy and Lynch went on the run in Active Service
Units after the Irish House was attacked.

Incendiarism by the Tans in Tipperary Town was raised in the British Parliament on 16 November
1920.7 Nine shops were noted as attacked in reprisals for Volunteer actions. MPs asked the
Government for a response to these Tan attacks on innocent civilians. There had been a
telegram received:
‘Tipperary town being burned by Crown Forces who have cut fire hose and prevented
the council’s firemen at point of revolver from using the same. The telegram is signed
by the Town Clerk of Tipperary’.

The nine shops included O'Callaghan’s, Lipton’s, Mortell's, McGarrigle's Drapery and separate
Milliners, O’'Mara’s, and Thomas Ryans. The Irish House had already been raided and closed
but was targeted for burning. The attack was unsuccessful as the shutters held. The Chief
Secretary for Ireland (Lieut.-Colonel Sir Hamar Greenwood) responded that tempers were
running high due murders of British and RIC.
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Alice Ryan and The Women of 8 Church Street Tipperary (Part One)

Number 8 Church Street was raided and closed down. Katie Ryan reported that ‘before Christmas
British Forces compelled boarders in my house to leave, put up notices on the door, and closed
my business premises’.” Kitty Power reported that her premises were also repeatedly raided,
‘whenever a prisoner escaped, my house was searched by the Military’ and that ‘| had a Tan
in (the pub), looking for someone to take for a joyride’. Power was gathering intelligence from
her neighbours, they ran a tearoom frequented by RIC in the same building, she speculated
that her premises were not burned because of these neighbours.

In Dublin, British Intelligence, Military, RIC and Tan operations also escalated. On 21 November
1920, known as Bloody Sunday, Collins’ squad executed twelve British Intelligence agents
early in the morning in their Dublin homes, crippling the British Intelligence operations. In the
afternoon British Forces entered Croke Park where Tipperary were playing Dublin in a Hurling
challenge match arranged to raise funds for the Volunteers, and opened fire on players and
the crowd. Fourteen civilians were killed, including Michael Hogan a Tipperary player, who was
shot in the back and died later from gangrene of the wound. That evening, the British arrested
and killed IRA Brigadier Dick McKee and Vice-Brigadier Peadar Clancy. In all 30 people died
in Dublin that day ™. The actions of the British got much attention in the press, at home and
internationally.

In late 1920, Seamus Robinson went to Dublin. One of his stated objectives was to investigate
the circumstances of Treacy’s death, and tie up any loose ends. Robinson was at Agnes V.
Ryan's home in Camden Street when Tans arrived at 5am and started breaking into outhouses
to the rear of the property. Agnes V. told Robinson if they entered the house she would make
a fuss and scream, however it was not required’. Robinson later reported that Treacy’s focus
in Dublin had been to see May Quigley and fix up the legal side of his patrimony.

Part Two to follow.
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The nature of politics
in Cashel corporation ¢. 1700-1735"

By D.W. Hayton

introduction

By the end of the eighteenth century a number of borough seats in the Irish parliament had
fallen so far under the control of individual patrons or dynasties of landed proprietors that the
right of nomination had come to be regarded as a species of private property.2 Some of these
constituencies had effectively been under landlord control ever since the Williamite revolution.
Others only gradually fell under the dominance of particular families during the eighteenth
century, once lrish political life had settled down after the turmoil of the reigns of King William
and Queen Anne, a period in which the Protestant ‘political nation’ was divided into two parties,
Whigs and Tories, and general elections were called with unusual frequency.® The ‘closing’ of a
borough constituency generally involved two processes: a concentration of power in corporate
elites (aldermen or burgesses according to the nomenclature of the charter), at the expense of
the freemen; and a gradual take-over of the higher reaches of corporations by non-residents,
usually drawn from the county gentry and sometimes from much further afield, who attended,
if at all, only for elections.

Cashel provides an interesting example of the suppression of the popular element in borough
politics; interesting in that it was only mildly disturbed in the ‘age of party’ and the crisis in its
governance was reached a generation later, in the early 1730s. Despite the potential size of
the freeman electorate, Members of Parliament were returned unopposed at every general
election from 1692 up to and including the first parliament of George Il in 1727. Yet less than
four years later, at a by-election in January 1734, there occurred a hard-fought contest, ending
in a petition to the Irish House of Commons from the defeated candidate. Although the loss of
harmony —or, if not harmony, at least a settled quiet —was essentially the outcome of competition
between aspiring patrons, there seem to have been resentments among the resident freemen
which could be exploited.

Cne of the few historians who have examined these events, Dr A.P.W. Malcomson, has argued
that the prime responsibility for disruption should be laid at the door of Archbishop Theophilus
Bplton, who had been translated to the see of Cashel in January 1730.¢ As befitted a protégé
of Archbishop William King of Dublin, Bolton was an assertively political prelate, associated
with in parliament the ‘Castle party’, led by Speaker William Conolly and after his death in
1729 by the chancellor of the Irish exchequer, Sir Ralph Gore.® One observer wrote in 1731
that Bolton had made himself ‘obnoxious to many gentlemen ... on account of the great hand
hg has in all popular disputes, and the flame that he has put the county of Tipperary in’.¢ Dr
Malcomson suggested that Bolton was seeking to re-establish the cathedral interest in Cashel
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