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[INTRODUCTION|

The Queer and the Cost of Living Crisis
Serninar Series ran aCross 2024-2025, funded
by the Royal SocCiety of Edinburgh as part of
the Queer SocCial JustiCe projeCt.[l] The
Series inCluded a variety of TopiCs, speakers
and attendees across seven seminars, with
presentations from journalists. Cross-party
paliticians, LGBTQ+ organisations. Creative
practitioners, aCademics from across
disciplines, and LGETQ+ students in higher
eduCation. This summary report Considers
what we've learned from these voiCes and
experiences, and to share where we are
Coming from, in order to think about ways
forward through ‘Crisis times’,

[I] Thanks ta the Rayal Societ?« of Edinburgh (RSE) for funding the Queer and the Cost of
Living Crisis Seminar as part of Yvette Taylor's Queer SoCial JustiCe Personal ResearCh
Fellowship see: https://rse org uk/queer-futures-alternative-models-for-social- justice/
@queersoCial justice

Transcripts of all seven events are available online: https://pureportal strath.aC.uk/en/
persons/ yvette-taylor/publiCations/.

Thanks to all partiCipants, and for ‘turning up' for each other, inCluding LGRTQ+ student
representatives, Lou Brodie, RebeCCa Crowther, Rohit K. Dasgupta. J ] Fadaka, LE. Fox, Kevin
Guyan, PatriCk Harvie, Esraa Husain, San jay Lago, Hazel Marzetti, Peter Matthews, Emma
Roddick, Vic Valentine,




Queer life is often sub jeCt to inequality
and disCrimination. Untortunately. we still
hear about the injustices surrounding
queer experienCes, with legislative progress
threatened by political, socCial, and
economicC pressures. The Series ocCurred in
the Confext of Crisis beComing an
inCreasingly reCognisable and Common
state. The Cast af living Can mean death
with war, Conflict, pandemics.
securitisation, and borders, stretChing
across time and place, evident in our locCal
neighbourhoods, as well as in our inevitable
CanneCtion to global networks,
communities and Countries. To be deemed
as inhabiting the wrong body or ferritory
can mean a denial of rights. inCluding the
right to life. Crises are aften made over
gears, beComing embedded in negleCtful and
armful policies:

".. there are 50 many reasons that the Cost-of-living Crisis is
happening. To me it Comes down To the politiCs and the priorities
over the last kind of fifteen years in UK politics..”

(Emma Roddick, M5P)

N The long-term nature of
Crisis is witnessed in
persisting precCarity aCross
everyday Contexts and in,
for example, housing,
employment and health,
People live in and Challenge
these Crisis states, inCluding
through Campaigns, via
protests and in turning-up in
the Classrooms, workplaces,
relationships and
Communities, we exist and
persist in,

One motivation for Continuing to think with and through 'Crisis times', and what this
means for dif ferent LGETQ+ people and Communities. Come from the long-terms researcCh
Cumulating in the publiCation Working-Class Queers. Time. PlaCe and PalitiCs (Pluto, May
2023). Based on over 250 interviews across the UK. the book explores Class. gender. and
sexuality inferseCtionally, framed by feminist-queer theory, acCtivism and practice.

"My researCh participants have faCed
homelessness. poor housing, unemployment,
underemployment, eduCational exClusion,
workplaCe disCrimination, precarity,
benefits cuts. inadequate health services.
and racism. sexism, homophobia, and
transphobia ... I've been involved in the
pursuit of healthCare, housing, and benefits
entitlement for interviewees — pursuits not
Conveyed in the ethics pages of university
researCh Committees, or easily Captured as
aCademiC use or impacCt. These experiences
are more than an appendix to proper
theory or poliCy progression. and they also
surpass a listing of individual assoCiations or
CharaCteristics (‘hard-working’,
‘undeserving’, 'failing’, ‘ambitious’), instead
being understood as soCial and ColleC tive.”

(Yvette Taylor, University of StrathClyde)




Within the year-lang series discussion Centred on lived experienCes, organisatianal,
research, Community and palicy expertise and engagement, with hopeful gestures towards
imagined queerer futures and liveable lives beyond Crisis. This meant telling stories,
inCluding as part of a ‘queer patChwork’ practiCe, evident in the Series through the range
of approaches, which stretch beyond 'deficit data’, in thinking of LGBTQ+ people and
communities only in ferms of risk or disadvantage:

“I also offer queer patChwork as a framework
to refer to a state of mind which inCludes
enCounters with the preCarities we witness and
the injuries we've personally suffered during
this pandemiC ... patChworks is not just about
the proCess of doing fieldwork, but also the
very writing of i’r.given the multiple disruptions
and tough life Conditions whiCh has also
required a need of Creative interpretation of
conCepts and stories that are built within
these queer patChworks.”

| (Rohit K. Dasqupta, University of Glasgow)

The Series offered an interseCtional foCus on queer life, hoping to re-imagine and respond
ta Contemporary Crisis. inCluding through the CirCulation of stories. whiCh demand to be
heard:

Il

“Data doesn't mean anything if it doesn't have a
stary that goes with it”

(L.E Fox. Author of This Has Always Been A War. [ reop®
The RadiCalization of a Working-Class Queer) :

LGBTQ+ steries CirCulate. and some Can be heard but Caution still
needs to be exercised about who i5 speaking and listening. In thinking
abouf Creating inClusive practices and disCussions, we need fo sfill
pause on who is not af the table. While queer individuals and
or?anisations are often self-reflective about this, such ConscCious
efforts need to be mainstreamed:

“..organisations like aurs being like
self-reflective about like not holding
onto resources and knowledge, and
like thinking about the extent to which
we do communify building and
B CapaCity building with people. BeCause
| [ would hate to, I'm always ver
mindful of the idea that we mig{'r end
up almost as like gatekeepers to like,
you know, ta Certain types of tables
or disCussions..”

(ViC Valentine, 3Cottish Trans AllianCe)

» What has the Cost of living Crisis got to do with
being LGBTQ+7 How are different queers impacted?

- What forms of response exist in this Context? What

pressures and possibilities exist? How is the State
implicated in Crisis-generation inCluding via welfare?

* How might queer life Compel State, organisation,
collective and individual salutions to Crisis?

+ What forms of queer resilienCe, resistance and
Creativit y exist?




The Cost of living Crisis as an LGBTQ+ issue

As has been reported, many speakers noted the disproportionate
impaCt of the Cost of living Crisis on LGBTQ+ people. and advocated for

a holistiC or interseCtional approacCh fo imagining these effects:

“.. we [LGBTQ+ people] are disproportionately affected by
the Cost-of-living Crisis and inequality in the welfare sysfem,
financial precarity is leaving us in situations of poor living
Conditions without adequate food or means to pay bills and a
reliance on friends for financCial support, for some a turn to
survival work and a low ability for soCial intergCtion.”

(RebeCCa Crowther, Equalit y Network)

Being illegible in the world — despite equalities legisiation —
Can mean feeling and being out of place. Normative ideals
of family, housing and employment Can Collide with a
sense of queer differencCe, impaCting on basiC rights and
provisions, Again, The everyday interaCfion with mediators
across the public and private sector Can take an
emotional and financial toll:

Sometimes navigating Welfare systems Can worsen rather than ease a
range of disCrimination, with institutional proCedures intended for
protection and privaCy. then failing to deliver on finanCial or emational

proteCtion: |

"People also experienCe a range of discrimination in kind of
services, housing, and employment ... if you Change your
name as a frans person, with the DWP .. I'm not exaggerating
when [ say that there are fewer than ten people across the
Caounfry who are then able to aCCess those sensitive
records, and theyre nat just available when you Call up and
ask for them, right? So if your benefits are stopped
unexpecCtedly and then you're trying to Call to find out why
that's happened .. and people sometimes wait like weeks and
weeks and weeks for a Callback when they're in like really,
really preCarious financCial situations.”

(ViC Valentine, Equality Network)

"..even applying for houses ... they really
want you to be married, they want you to
like replicate a Certain type of family, and
queerness is not justified in that, like it
doesn’t have a place to fit. 1 Can‘t say ‘oh
this is my friend that I'm like ver
dediCated to. This is my Chosen f%miiy‘.
right? They want your parent to be a
guarantor, they want like some rich family
member, that of Course we all have. to be
your guarantor and to earn forty times
as much as you .. It's not like queer
people get Chased out of their homes or,
yeah. people have to migrate for loads of
different reasons! .. If you, yeah, Can
barely afford your rent how do you find
time to like make life around that?"

(J j Fadaka. Writer, FacCilitator and Radical)

EnCountering suCh hardships Can fundamentally affect life and death
deCisions, with a higher rate of suiCide amongst LGBTQ+ populations:

“.. a constellation of
multiple of these
experienCes that Came
together in ways that
made the partiCipants
feel the Cost-of-living
had beCome toog hi?h.
gnd that life therefore
had beCome unlivable
for them .. suicide
could become visibilised
as a way of esCaping
from the situation to
which the partiCipants
felt there was no
alternative available
resolution.”

(Hozel Marzetti,
University of Edinburgh) L




Sometimes established infrastructure around well-being,
inCluding via educational institutions, fail in affirming well-being
holistiCally, with LGRTQ+ student soCleties also underfunded in
many Cases, or skewed towards Certain demographics, which
make it harder for more marginalized groups to partiCipate:

"I'm also part of the LGBTQIA+ SocCiety,

| 'm one of the executives. 5o far we've
only had a few nights out in Glasgow for
like drinking events. whiCh just isn't as
aCcCessible .. for recovering addicts. and
for like the demographics of our students.
We are a wider aCCess university. 5o we
have lots of mature students, lots of
people with like needs far their disabilities,
who Just aren’t getting seen.."

(LGBTQ+ student Representative)

While establishing the cost of living Crisis as an LGRTQ+ issue, it is Clear that
this is experienced differently within the queer Community, with intersecCtional
inequalities of age, Class, disabllity, Eender, and race significantly shaping
experiences. When LGBT groups might be formally Counted in public information
— such as the Census — this inClusion may in faCt make it harder to see
interseCtional experiences and the Complexities within the data: e

"The Census Counts people who are lesbian, qay,
bisexual, Trans, but af the some time there was
a lot of other parts of the queer Community
who were not being COunTejir‘- something like a
Census .. the task of then shining light on those
Communities who are further marginalised and
minoritised by the datqg ColleCtion exercise
aCtually beComes a bit harder, beCause we're
olmast pushing against something which has this
veneer of inClusion”
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(Kevin Guyan, University of Edinburgh)

Here it is important to think through experienCes of multiple
marginalisation, or interseCtional inequalities: |

A "I'm aCtually the
BlaCk Asian
minority ethnic

representation of
the Strathclyde
LGBT+ 50Ciefy —it
is such a long name

"1 often joke about being like the minority
of minorities. My friends keep telling me like
‘go on dating apps and stuff’, and I'm like ‘1
Can't. I'm Muslim, genderfluid, bisexual,
potentially have autism, ADHD, disabled.
will get hate Crimed.”

"But like living within all these like minorities it feels like I'm
Jjust like on the edge of everything.”

[LGRTQ+ student Representative)

‘1 — NO WYERSAL CREDIT

STEP ACCESS ——

"_queer people faCe a lot of challenging of housing
especCially, and especCially queer people of Colour,
and espeCially queer women. And then you have
queer women with disability, and then it goes on
and on, and all these interseCtions are in it."

(Esraa Husain, Creative Writer, ACademic,
Community Organiser)




The realization of rights was still far from universal, with this reality being
animated aCross various places, from the loCal Glasgow neighbourhood,
itself made through global soCial and eConomiC realities. as Rohit K.
Dasgupta also highlighted in relation to global North/Global South
inequalities. PatriCk Harvie (MSP) pointed ta the need for Conversations
around struCtural advantage as well a8 disadvantage. Where some LGETQ+
groups may experience progression in the UK equalities landsCape, others
have not benefitted from such provisions:

| "Because what does the topic of
[ queer and the Cost-of-living Crisis
mean to me? .. | already gef the
barrier of being Asian in g socCiety,
subject to racism, and then you
| get the barrier of being ?ﬂy. S0
you've got the barrier of being gay
in a western soCiety but also being
qay in an Indian soCiety, which is
two different barriers. Then you've
also got a barrier about being
neurcodiverse .. And then you've got
the barrier of Coming from Ibrox in
Glasgow, whiCh is not well off "

(5anjay Lago, ACtor, Writer,
FacCilitator)

"..I think there's something that we need to
Challenge in ourselves as a Community ..
the idea of the kind of financCially stable.
usually gay male Couple. you know. double
inCome, no kids pulling the ladder up after
hemselves .."

“But, you know, the LGET+, the queer
community, however we frame it, it does
have many, many strengths about Creating
Community beCause people felt the
absencCe of it. But it's not universal, it's
absolutely not universal ... there are, you
know, ['m really sorry to say. a small
proportion of my generation who are pulling
the ladder up. Like ‘we got our rights. That's
fine then, isn't it?"

(Patrick Harvie, M3P)

Challenging Crisis times

In thinking about ways through the Cost of living
Crisis, many pointed to the failure of the State in
mediating and granting welfare provisions. Yet others
held out hope and even exCitement in Continuing fo
press for Change, inCluding positive state reforms:

/"1 am exCited by things that we
are doing, albeit knowing that we

2 could do more if situations were

@ different. So the likes of the Human
S Rights Bill that we're bringing
forward. that's really exciting to
me. ReCognising eConamiC, soCial,
and Culfural rights as well as CiviC
and pelitical rights in SCofland, it's
|huge. It's a huge step forward."

)| (Emma Roddick, M3P)

State gCtion Can 5till be tied to specific idegs about families and households. As
with Iong—smndin& Feminist thinking on the Constraining and enabling role of the
State, some asked if welfare provision Could be queered, unlinked from Coupledom:

vl

to that idea of how the welfare

"... 1 think going baCk
state was Created, one thing that has really Come out
of this project is we, to queer soCial security benefits
we need to focus these around individual needs.”

(Peter Matthews, University of &tirling)




When the State fails to inClude LGBTQ+ realities an alternative option is g?‘sréﬁs:;‘j';essffi;;;"ai??:ri;ffgj;g Lzr_liveef‘f:gmfoer;sﬂs
to ColleCtivise rather than individualise provisions. with queer ey oush G ol s it
community effeCtively operating DIY and mutual aid networks, and a said I Could be”, or in the sense fo “furn up” in and
compassionate flexibility: for queer Communities:

" kinship within the queer Community has always been
80 strong, and there are so many lessons that Can be
learnt from how we support one another to get through
these things. And as an organisation we're trying to think
about all of the different things we might Consider, you
know, poliC y-wise, internal polic‘r—wise. whether that's
things to do with pay or Cost-of-living additional
payments, to working from home, flexible hours, all of
the different things you Can do to just make life that
little bit easier ... A real openness about mental health, an
openness about struggling, of being a bit more allowing of
people 10 make mistakes, to not work the long hours, o
just be a bit more flexible to humanity I think. But yeah,
it's a struggle, and it's Constantly at the forefront when
were baftling an all fronts ..

"..is like turning up in those
spaces and, 1 dan't know if |
would descCribe myself as
thriving, but 1 think I'm doing
slightly better than surviving ..
and so aCtually for me turning
@ 5 for @ up into those spaCes and trying
EVERYONE to be Completely me in those
spaces Is an act of queering that

M@ space."

SCOTLAND

(RebeCCa Crowther)

Everyday aCtions around Care, mutual aid, volunteering, of ten exist as simply getting

by In an often hostile world, Created ChoiCe and neCessity. There Can also be
considerable resistance and push back aqainst getting on in a system viewed as In turning-up, Challenges are made aCross normative (Lou Brodie, Applied Artist,
already broken. with more abolitionist rather than reformist approaChes Centred: industries, expectations and employment frajectories:| | Project Manager. Performer)

" y s = ' “The reason ['ve stayed in this industry, and I stay in the world that I'm in, is because if
.. what i working-Class people we don't keep the work going we will lose a generation of young artists, we will lose a

stopped working? What if we refused generation of young queers. A lot of the work I Create, espeCially when I'm working with
to let the upper Classes have so young people i8, especially for the Asian Community, you already don't see many Asians
ch m than us. and told them in sCottish theatre. you don't see many people of Colour, and it's working with those
il ore 1 'u e a = young people, I'm like 'you Can exist in this industry, not only as an Asian but also as a
that they Couldn't any more? How queer Asian’. And I'll never forget. the first time 1 did a job ... in a sChool in Glasgow and

Can we have feminism without queer there was two young Asian boys who as 1 walked in they thought [ was just there to like
be an assistant. When 1 told them 1 was leading they went [makes a surprised face], and

=, H ?H
women and non bmﬂr)‘ peoples that's always stayed with me beCause that's the reasen I'm in this industry.”

(L.E. Fox) isanjay)




In times of crisis, there is muCh Creativity, persistenCe and
resistanCe. Series’ partiCipants ‘turned up' to voiCe our experiences,
to support aCross interseCting soCial and eConomiC inequalities and
to do so as an aCt of solidarity. labour and Care. Thanks to all!
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The Series fook plaCe against the baCkdrop of annual
LGBTQ+ History events and the range of Pride
events across the UK. Panel disCussions took place as
part of the Portobello Pride programme and again we
were reminded of Cultural and politiCal visibility and
Challenge aCross a long-term. In response fo ‘Crisis
fimes', we Can Cast attenfion baCkwards and
farwards, and acrass time and place, mindful of
Continued Challenges, and the variety of experienCes
and voiCes within LGRTQ+ Communities:

01&51
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“.. when 1 think of Pride and understanding Pride. Claiming Pride. I go baCk to of Course to
the Stonewall riot. and 1 think of the people who started it. inCluding Marsha P Johnson,
whiCh, she was an AfriCan AmeriCan sex worker from the working-Class and an aCtivist,
advoCating for gay and trans rights. And for me it's this living Crisis, like sorry the Class
struggle and the living Crisis. 18 it a part of Pride? Of Course. It was founded in Pride and it
was part of the reasons why Pride came about.”

(Esraa Husain)
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