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Today I put my hands in my pockets
              Not for warmth
              Nor to reach for something
              Nor for swagger

Today I put my hands in my pockets
              For fear and shame
              To hide and pretend
              To make them somewhere else

Today my hands betray me
Painted nails are too showy
And I am scared
              Of the looks they will bring
              Of the questions they will raise

I thought I was brave

But men’s eyes
Above all else
Still frighten me
Still remind me
Of rough boys
On the playground
In the classroom
At home
Everywhere
Watching with
Disappointed
Disgusted
Repulsed eyes
Directed
At me
I know
When I cannot
Do ‘boy’ 
Just right 

by Navan Govender, 2023
queer writi
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This zine 
is an adap

tation

of the boo
k chapter 

by

Navan Gove
nder and G

rant

Andrews, e
ntitled Qu

eer

Critical L
iteracies,

 in

The Handbo
ok of Crit

ical

Literacies
. 

This zine i
s a 

queer(ing) 
object

... and a queer curation of

the texts,
 objects,

experien
ces, and places that  

inform my own critic
ally

literate practices

Ahmed (2006)
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critical

From its Freirean roots, critical

literacy as an orientation
understands that power, access,

diversity, and (re)design (Janks,

2010) are intrinsic to discursive

(de)construction and a social

justice agenda. Critical literacy

draws on poststructuralist theories

of power and sociocultural theories

of meaning-making and applies these

to the ever-changing communications

landscape. Critical literacy
teachers and learners thus take

seriously how both meaning (texts)

and ways of engaging with meaning

(literacies) are imbued with issues

of power.

(Govender & Andrews, 2021: 84)
English is a language ofpower; standardisedEnglish is a languagevariety of power
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In its
 noun 

form, 
queer 

refers
 to an

analyt
ical f

ramewo
rk and

 theor
etical

positi
on tha

t inte
rrogat

es how

hetero
sexual

ity, h
eteros

exism,

(heter
o)patr

iarchy
, and 

cisgen
der

norms 
have b

ecome 
natura

lised,
 and

legiti
mised,

 in a 
range 

of way
s acro

ss

contex
ts (Br

itzman
, 1995

; Butl
er,

2004).
 As su

ch, qu
eer pe

rspect
ives

recogn
ise ho

w norm
s are 

(re)pr
oduced

throug
h disc

ursive
 socia

l and 
cultur

al

practi
ce. La

nguage
 and l

iterac
y

educat
ion is

 there
fore w

ell su
ited f

or

teache
rs and

 learn
ers to

 engag
e in t

he

identi
ficati

on, (d
e)cons

tructi
on,

disrup
tion, 

and tr
ansfor

mation
 of

social
 norms

 (Mill
er, 20

15).

(Goven
der & 

Andrew
s, 202

1: 83)

Recognising, undoing, and
reconfiguring
cis(hetero)normativity
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making (a)gender and (a)sexual 
diversity intelligible through language

queer 

Foregrounding (a)gender 
and (a)sexual identities, 

cultures, perspectives, and 
representations 

Literacies as socio-cultural 
practices of meaning 

making across modes and 
genres 

critical 

Discursive meaning making 
as intrinsically related to 
issues of power, access, 
diversity, and (re)design 

Queer Critical Literacies as an approach to language and literacy education that 
troubles the discursive representation of (a)gender and (a)sexual diversity across 

modes and genres 
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ard critical consciousness of
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pow
er, and society

Tow
ard socially transform

ative

language use and representation
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for 
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queer readi
ng;

reading que
erly

How does gender

feature in texts

and resources?

What relationships

are portrayed

through stories,

images, and other

resources?

What (a)gender and

(a)sexual identities

never feature in

discussions or

resources?

Does anyone

notice or point

this out?

What genres and modes

intermingle with

language and the

academic register?

Does this lead
to academic

writing or does

this count as
academic
writing?

What about in

the academy and

broader context?

Gender Diversity and 
Sexuality in English 
Language Education 
Hew Transnational Voices 

fd I d by 
Dario lui~ 8aflegn and tlavan Gove~der 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/gender-diversity-and-sexuality-in-english-language-education-9781350217560/
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Provocation
s 

for English
 

in the acad
emy

When and h
ow are stu

dents able
 to speak

from/for t
heir inter

sectional 
(a)gender

and/or or 
(a)sexuall

y diverse 
positions?

 If

at all?

Who are th
e queer, t

rans, femi
nist

researcher
s that the

y cite? Wh
at are the

“politics 
of citatio

n” (Mott &
 Cockayne,

2017)?

What are t
he academi

c genres a
nd registe

rs

of rebelli
on (Trinh 

& Herrera,
 2020)? 

How does s
tandardise

d, academi
c English

serve to a
ssimilate 

students a
nd

researcher
s into dom

inant disc
ourses

(Nicholas,
 2014)? 

https://www.renemagritte.org/the-treachery-of-images.jsp
https://doi.org/10.1080/0966369X.2017.1339022
https://brill.com/display/book/9789004445253/BP000010.xml
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lucy-Nicholas-2/publication/309010466_Academically_literateQueerly_literate/links/57fdbd4f08ae49db475541fe/Academically-literate-Queerly-literate.pdf
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