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Fostering Collaborative and 
Reflective Language Learning

The Need to Return to the Physical 
Class
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“[…] the online delivery of 
lectures had “created the 
impression that classes are 
like a movie – you watch it 
live or on-demand and are not 
supposed to actively 
engage.”

UK-based business lecturer, in THE ‘Class attendance 
plummets post-Covid,’ June 9, 2022
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Overview

1. Blended learning in the MFL 
classroom

2. What we did and why 

[Structure and rationale] 

3. What were the challenges? 

4. Future approaches 

Why is our teaching 
of final year students 

relevant to 
practitioners at all 

levels? 
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Blended Learning 

Blended learning is when teaching 
is delivered through a mix of face-
to-face classes, lectures, seminars 
and/or labs, but also includes 
online delivery of a proportion of 
the teaching and learning activities.

https://view.genial.ly/57fada5494fe1c6ad0471d33/interactive-content-coral-
betanzos-toledo

https://www.strath.ac.uk/coronavirus/students/learningteaching/#:~:text=What%20is%20Blended%20Learning%3F,programme%20you%20are%20studying%20on.
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The Flipped 
Classroom 
La clase invertida

 Active learning

Bishop and Verleger, 2013
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Structure

- Pre-class task(s)

- In-class activities (group 
presentation, discussion, peer 
and tutor feedback) 

- Post-class group redraft and 
resubmission based on dual 
feedback 
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Annotated Translation
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Summary 
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Rationale 

• The COVID effect? 
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Rationale

• Inappropriate use of/reliance on 
online resources  

• Engagement & motivation

University class attendance plummets post-Covid | Times Higher Education (THE)

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/class-attendance-plummets-post-covid?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial-daily&mc_cid=45248cd0f8&mc_eid=bcf580de1e
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Initial Solution

Flipped Classroom + collaborative learning + reflective 
learning = improved engagement and performance

Would you have 
expected this formula 
to work? 

• Positives? 
• Negatives?  
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The negatives of the flipped classroom 
model are that there is no direct assistance 
for any queries whilst doing preparation 
work and classes can turn into a Q&A 
session. […] It is up to the agency of the 
student and not every student 
possesses the motivation to complete 
tasks after the lesson.

There are not many negatives of the 
collaborative activities. However, they can 
lead to certain students completing all of the 
tasks whilst other students do not 
participate or do very little. Also, if the full 
class does not complete the task then the 
group who are presenting are pitching 
their ideas to an audience who cannot 
respond or contribute. This has a negative 
impact on the whole class as effective 
feedback cannot be provided.

If the whole class has not completed the 
task, then the feedback will not be of a 
high standard. This means that the tutor 
will have to step in.

Mark Cunningham
BA Spanish and 
Education 
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The challenges

Not prepared for 
the flipped 
classroom model

Engagement

01

While it generated 
discussion in 
class, did not 
demonstrate 
critical reflection

Peer Feedback 

03

Assessment

04

Summary 
/translations were 
disjointed

Collaborative 
Learning

02
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Possible 
approaches 1. Return to the physical 

classroom 
2. Move from collaborative to 

cooperative learning in the 
classroom

3. Instant, anonymous and 
multiple peer feedback 

4. Make clear learning 
objective(s) 
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Why is our teaching of final year 
students relevant to practitioners at all 

levels? 

Collaboration in order to create interactive environments 
where students take more responsibility for their own 
learning and that of their peers. 
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Collaborative 
activities and 

projects in primary 
and secondary

 Dictogloss

 Role-play

 Drama
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