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Electronic voting systems, polls and so-called ‘audience engagement tools’ have
enormous potential to engage students in learning and inform effective teaching.

The judicious use of electronic voting systems can support:

e Concept testing: informing teachers about what their students already
know

e ‘Just-in-time teaching’: teachers can use polls to alter their lesson plans
and deliver exactly what their students need — whether that is more or less
time exploring a particular concept or an alternative learning activity.

e Reflective discussion: teachers can poll the class, and ask for feedback on
why different responses were chosen

e Peer instruction: students can be encouraged to vote, discuss questions in
small groups, convincing each other of the correctness of their answers,
and vote again before the teacher reveals the ‘correct’ answer and the
rationale or concept(s) that support this.

With a myriad of tools available, it is important to consider the advantages and
disadvantages of various platforms and approaches. The following are just two
illustrative examples:
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Zoom Polls

Advantages:

e simple to use
e support from Strath IT
e easily integrated into teaching sessions delivered on Zoom

Disadvantages:

e limited to simple questions

https://strath.sharepoint.com/sites/Land TDev/SitePages/Engaging-your-Students-through-E-Polling.aspx 2/3



2/22/23, 2:27 PM Engaging your Students through E-Polling

e |ess easily deployed in face-to-face or asynchronous learning

Mentimeter

How To Create Your First Mentimeter Pre...

Advantages:

e significant scope with multiple question types, word clouds etc,,
e can be used both online and in face-to-face learning
synchronous/asynchronous,

Disadvantages:

e a full account comes at a cost (but you can do loads with a free account)

e opens in a separate browser window (if you are sharing your screen on
Zoom, you will have to switch to another screen to engage fully with the
poll)

Don't forget to join the discussion below
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQwGklW62v8

