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Session outline

• Definitions: what do we mean by ‘predatory publisher?’
• Why are they a problem?
• Finding a ‘home’ for your work
• Warning signs: what to look out for
• Predatory publisher checklist
• Avoiding predatorily published research



Learning outcomes

• Understand what is meant by the terms ‘predatory 
publishing’ and ‘predatory publisher’

• Be aware of why predatory publishing is considered to be 
a problem

• Be aware of tools you can use to find a suitable ‘home’ for 
your work

• Recognise the warning signs of a predatory publisher
• Apply a checklist of criteria to determine whether a 

publisher is predatory or problematic



Definitions

“Those that unprofessionally exploit 
the gold Open Access model for 
their own profit” – Jeffrey Beall

“Any publisher which 
operates on an exploitative 
business model” – Peaches 
Udoma

“An exploitative open-access publishing model that involves charging 
publication fees to authors without providing the editorial and publishing 
services associated with legitimate journals”

- Wikipedia



A clear definition?

“Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize 
self-interest at the expense of scholarship and are characterized 
by false or misleading information, deviation from best editorial 
and publication practices, a lack of transparency, and/or the use 
of aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation practices”

- Nature



Characteristics

• Solicit content via email

• Charge for non-existent services

• Misrepresents itself

• Lack of transparency

• Lists of predatory publishers can be unhelpful



What’s the problem?

Photo by Towfiqu barbhuiya on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@towfiqu999999?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/question-mark?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Open Access Recap:





Academic/societal impact

• Bad research is given undeserved credibility
• Other researchers may build upon poorly conducted or even 

false research
• Questionable articles may mislead the public who find the 

information online, potentially reducing public trust in science



Individual impact

• Legitimate work is presented next to poor-quality 
research

• Lost chance to publish

• Negative impact on reputation



• Think about the country context

• Different reward systems mean different behaviours

• Are these publishers just meeting a need?

When are they not a problem?



There is a ‘home’ for your work

Image by slinky2000 on Flickr (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)

• who/where do you read?

• where do they publish?

• Where do your colleagues or researchers 
in your field publish?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/52206812@N00/134809673


Some tools to help you find a ‘home’ 

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) - https://doaj.org/about/. 

• Many publishers provide journal finder tools. For example, IEEE -
https://publication-recommender.ieee.org/home  (there are lots more!)

• Jane - https://jane.biosemantics.org/. 

• Sherpa Romeo - https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ 

• Institutional ‘Read and Publish’ agreements Check with the Open Access 
team to see which journals are covered (openaccess@strath.ac.uk).

https://doaj.org/about/
https://publication-recommender.ieee.org/home
https://jane.biosemantics.org/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/professionalservices/openaccess/gold_oa/#Read&Publish


Warning signs: what to look out for 
• Overly flattering emails, asking for a fee and promising very fast publication times

• Publishing on a vast range of topics

• Website quality – poorly written or unprofessional looking (bearing in mind 
cultural differences)

• Lack of transparency – difficult to find information, e.g. editorial processes or 
contact details

• Misleading or false information, e.g. the editorial board

• Previous publications are of poor quality

• A new conference with little information available about it



A to Z Predatory Publishing Checklist 

https://monashhealth.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=50233726

https://monashhealth.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=50233726


Avoiding predatorily published research 
• Search using an authoritative source, rather than a general search engine
• See A-Z list of databases: http://guides.lib.strath.ac.uk/az.php

• Commercial databases/search tools - e .g. Web of Science – evaluate the 
journals that they index, which must meet published criteria

• Limit searches to peer reviewed content only

• Be critical: examine author’s credentials, review other articles from issue / 
other issues, review journal’s homepage and information about the 
editorial board

http://guides.lib.strath.ac.uk/az.php


What to do next? 
• Skills Boost workshops

• Evaluating information: 
https://bookings.strath.ac.uk/Home/Course/5513 (Wed 5 October)

• Literature searching: 
https://bookings.strath.ac.uk/Home/Course/6124 (17 and 19 
October)

• ALS topic

https://bookings.strath.ac.uk/Home/Course/5513
https://bookings.strath.ac.uk/Home/Course/6124


Please note that this presentation is adapted from slides created by Claire Sewell 
(available under a CC BY licence): 
• Sewell, C. (2020) ‘Know Moore About: Predatory Publishers’ [PowerPoint 

presentation]. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.17613/7jam-7z37 (Accessed 17 
August 2022)

Some material is also adapted from:
• Stephan, K. ‘How to support researchers in identifying trusted journals and 

publishers for their research’ [PowerPoint presentation]. Available at: 
https://www.uksg.org/event/free-uksg-webinar-predatory-publishing-how-
support-researchers-identifying-trusted-journals (Accessed 22 August 2022)
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More information
• www.strath.ac.uk/library
• help@strath.ac.uk (IS and Library Services enquiries)
• Openaccess@strath.ac.uk (Open Access enquiries)
• Support portal: https://helpdesk.strath.ac.uk/

Skills Boost sessions
https://www.strath.ac.uk/library/skillsboost/

Academic Library Skills on Myplace:
https://classes.myplace.strath.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=25507
Or search ‘Academic Library Skills’ in Find a class.

Thank you for joining us!

http://www.strath.ac.uk/library
mailto:help@strath.ac.uk
mailto:Openaccess@strath.ac.uk
https://helpdesk.strath.ac.uk/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/library/skillsboost/
https://classes.myplace.strath.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=25507
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