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Paper (100-250 words) 

Title: China’s Fair-Competition Review System: A Symbolic Movement or an Effective Improvement? 

Abstract: The idea of establishing a fair-competition review system was officially introduced by 

China’s State Council in 2016, followed by unveiling a basic process of the system in 2017 and 

providing further improvements (e.g. introducing third-party evaluation) in 2019. In January 2020, 

the fair-competition review system was for the first time to be introduced and involved in the status 

of China’s competition law through the ‘Draft (for public comment) on the Amendment of 

Anti-Monopoly Law 2007’ (hereafter ‘the 2020 draft’), which was published by China’s State 

Administration for Market Regulation body (hereafter ‘SAMR’). This has been reported as a positive 

change because legal authority of fair-competition review has been reassured against administrative 

powers that relate to market activities. Could this change lead to an effective improvement as 

planned for restricting administrative powers? This paper will take a close examination of the 2017 

basic process of the fair-competition review, and relevant Articles in ‘the 2020 draft’, in order to 

explore the effectiveness and legal certainty of the fair-competition review system at present as well 

as in the near future, in the light of the goals of China’s competition law (e.g., restraining 

monopolistic conduct, protecting fair competition in the market, safeguarding the interests of 

consumers and the public interest). (206 words) 

 

Create an animation to explain the fair-competition review system. 
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Step	1:	Whether	a	policy	involves	
market	entities’	economic	activities?	

[是否涉及市场主体经济活动]	

No	[否]	
No	fair	competition	review	required	

[不需要公平竞争审查]	

Yes	

[是]	

Step	2:	Review	the	police	according	to	Articles	14-17	of	the	2017	
Implementing	Rule	of	the	Fair	Competition	Review	System	(interim)	

[对照 14-17 条标准逐条进行审查]	

No	breach	

[不违反任何一项标准]	

Pass	the	Fair	Competition	Review:	Policy	approved	

[可以出台实施]	

Against	any	Article(s)	

[违反任何一项标准]	

Step	3:	Explain	in	detail	breach	which	Article	in	the	2017	
Implementing	Rule	of	the	Fair	Competition	Review	System	(interim)	

[详细说明违反哪一项标准及对市场竞争的影响]	

Step	4:	Any	exemption	according	
to	Article	18	of	the	2017	policy?	

[是否符合例外规定]	

Yes	[是]	

Pass	the	Fair	Competition	Review:	Policy	approved	
with	condition	–	explaining	the	exemption	and	

carrying	out	annual	review	

[可以出台，但充分说明符合例外规定的条件，并

逐年评估实施效果]	

No	

[否]	

Fail	the	Fair	Competition	Review:	Policy	cannot	be	

approved	[不可以出台]	

Policy	amendment	

[进行调整]	


