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Background Information
• Language shift has caused a decline in the 

number of Gaelic speakers

• From the 1980s onwards various language 
revitalisation initiatives have been established to 
strengthen the position of the language

• Institutionalisation and professionalisation of 
the language revitalisation strategies after the 
Gaelic language (2005) Act.

Notes

• The rate of decline remained the same for 
Scotland as a whole between 1901 and 2001

• Rate of decline in the Gàidhealtachd 
increased between 1981 and 2001

• Between 2001 and 2011 the rate of decline in 
the Gàidhealtachd decreased

• The overall decrease in the rate of decline 
would appear to be caused by an increase in 
Gaelic speakers in the Galltachd (those areas 
not covered by the Gàidhealtachd).

Research question
What has been the effect of the revitalisation 
initiatives from the 1980s onwards on the rate 
of decline of Gaelic?

Research methodology
• The creation of a mathematical model to 

establish the rate of decline of Gaelic

• Comparision of the rate of decline 
between 1901 and 1981 and 1981 onwards

• Comparision between Scotland as a  whole 
and the Gàidhealtachd
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Conclusion
Although the number of Gaelic speakers is still 
in decline, it would appear that the rate of 
decline in the Gàidhealtachd initially 
increased after the start of the revitalisation 
initiatives.

The rate of decline has decreased since 2001, 
especially in the Galltachd.

The Gàidhealtachd is taken to comprise Argyll and Bute, the Western Isles and the 
Highland Council area.
It should be noted that the census question changed from ‘do you speak Gaelic’ 
(1901 onwards) to the more ambiguous ‘can you speak Gaelic’ from 1971 onwards.

Results


