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COMPUTER BASED MAPS 

In t h i s issue we present a f u r t h e r two maps in our ser ies o f s p a t i a l l y 
disaggregated " c ross -sec t i on " economic data. In the l a s t issue of our 
Commentary we discussed the usefulness of mapping techniques f o r 
present ing s p a t i a l economic features i n Scotland in a v isua l framework. 

Map 1 i l l u s t r a t e s t o t a l housing s t a r t s per capi ta a t loca l au thor i t y 
d i s t r i c t level f o r the f i r s t quar ter o f 1976. I t would appear t ha t 
North and North-East Scotland - i n p a r t i c u l a r Inverness, Suther land, 
Badenoch and Strathspey, Moray, and Banff and Buchan - were experiencing 
a high degree o f new housing const ruct ion per head r e l a t i v e to the res t 
o f Scotland at t h i s t ime. This provides f u r t h e r evidence f o r the view 
tha t economic a c t i v i t y i n Scotland has been moving North and East through 
the in f luence o f North Sea o i l development. In other words secondary 
m u l t i p l i e r e f f ec t s of o i l expenditure have only had a l i m i t e d e f f e c t i n 
West Central Scot land. 

Map 2 depicts domestic rate levels ( i n pence per £) f o r the loca l 
au tho r i t y d i s t r i c t s in 1975/76. I t i s c lear t ha t the high rate areas 
are mainly confined to the Central b e l t and c i t y areas. In Strathc lyde 
est imated expenditure per head * on Educat ion, Social Work, and 
Admin is t ra t ion f o r 1976/77 is r e l a t i v e l y high compared to other s i m i l a r 
regions in Scot land, excluding the Is lands. The f a i r l y low rate levels 
in the Islands are mainly due to the very high rate support grants they 
receive. Arguments have been put forward tha t the average cost o f a 
given leve l of i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e p rov is ion in terms o f regional populat ion 
density i s a U shaped cu rve . * * To some extent t h i s is borne out by 
the map. The Is land areas and Strathc lyde have high expenditure levels 
per head, but are at opposite ends o f the populat ion density range, and 
regions nearer the mean o f th i s range tend to have lower per capi ta 
expenditure l eve l s . However, as most regions r e f l e c t d i f f e r e n t levels 

Raving Review, June 197S 

* * One appreciates the i nc lus ion of A rgy l l & Bute in regional 
reorganisat ion has lowered S t ra thc lyde 's populat ion density 
considerably , however t h i s does not de t rac t from the basic arguments 
put forward, as the populat ion of A rgy l l & Bute was forced to accept 
the Glasgow area rate l eve ls . 
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of infra-structure provision, these inferences can only be highly 
tentat ive. Essential ly, the Strathclyde posit ion may imply that the 
higher rates re f lect higher average costs through diseconomies and 
ineff ic iency. Equally one may argue that Strathclyde offers a greater 
variety of regional services for which the local population is prepared 
to pay. This does not necessarily imply higher than average costs. 
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Map 2 Dis t r ic t Rate Levels for 1975/76 
( in pence per £ ' 
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TABLE 1 Unemployment and Vacancies in the Regions of the UK September 1976 

South East 
East Anglia 
South West 
West Midlands 
East Midlands 
Yorks & Humberside 
North West 
North 
Wales 
Strathclyde 
Rest of Scotland 
Scotland 

Unemployment Unemployment Vacancies Unemployment/ 
(Thousands) Rate (%) (Thousands) Vacancies 

343.5 
34.7 

104.4 
145.8 
80.1 

122.1 
211.3 
110.1 
82.5 
96.4 
65.0 

161.4 

6 
0 
6 
4 
2 
9 
5 
2 
9 

8.9 
6.0 
7.4 

66. 
4. 

11. 
11. 
10.0 
13.0 
14. 
9. 
7. 
8. 
8. 

16. 

5.2 
7.3 
9.4 

12.3 
8.0 
9.4 

14 
11 
11 
10 
8.1 
9.6 

TABLE 2 Unemployment in the Scottish Regions 

Highland 
Shetland 
Orkney 
Western Isles 
Grampian 
Tayside 
Fife 
Strathclyde 
Lothian 
Central 
Dumfries & 
Galloway 
Borders 
Scotland 

Unemployment 
(Thousands) 

June 1976 

3.9 
0.2 
0.2 
1.1 
5.4 

10.5 
8.1 

85.3 
17.9 
6.6 

3.7 
1.4 

144.1 

Sept 1976 

4.4 
0.2 
0.2 
1.0 
6.3 

11.2 
8.8 

96.4 
20.4 

7.1 

3.9 
1.4 

161.4 

% 
Change 
June/Sept 

+15.3 
+14.0 
+39.8 
- 8.8 
+16.8 
+ 6.4 
+ 8.5 
+13.0 
+14.3 
+ 8.9 

+ 6.6 
- 1.5 
+12.0 

Unemployment 
Rate 
September 1976 

6.8 
4.0 
4.7 

13.2 
3.9 
6.7 
6.9 
8.9 
6.2 
6.6 

7.9 
3.6 
7.4 

Source: Department of Employment 
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FIGURES 5 and 6 Bank Advances - Amount Outstanding 

* All figures in current prices 
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FIGURE 7 Company Formation and Bankruptcies in Scotland 
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FIGURE 8 
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FIGURE 11 
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FIGURE 12 
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FIGURE 13 
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FIGURE 15 
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