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James V, King of Scotland - and Ireland?
When only twelve years old, in 1524, King James V of Scotland wrote to Henry VIII of England referring to him as his ‘derrest and richt Uncle’.
  By the time James began his personal rule, following his displacement of the Angus administration in 1528, such customary formalities had disappeared and his affection for his uncle was much more ambiguous.
  During his minority James, arguably, was under the influence of his mother, Margaret Tudor, elder sister of Henry VIII.  In attempting to gain influence within Scotland Henry had sought to create alliances with various Scottish nobles and Margaret, for a brief period during 1522-3, has become something of a pawn in Henry’s meddling.  At the same time, the English king did not hold back from interfering in Scottish affairs, political and ecclesiastical and throughout the years of his minority King James had watched as Henry tried to manipulate politics in Scotland by conspiring with factions within and without the realm.
  While King Henry’s motives can be viewed as dynastic and acquisitive, seeking to assert English claims to overlordship of Scotland, it has been argued that his real aim was simply to secure Anglo-Scottish stability which would then leave him free to concentrate on his main interest: recreation of the continental empire enjoyed by Henry V.
  Such amity was welcomed by James who wanted to secure his own kingship and in December 1528 a truce was signed at Berwick which stated that a final treaty would be negotiated within five years.
  A return to peace, therefore, was mutually beneficial.  Henry VIII had become increasingly preoccupied with his divorce from Catherine of Aragon while King James, unsure of European allies in the eventuality of breaking with England, was reluctant to face an English army with the memory of Flodden still so vivid.  Henry and James continued to watch each other warily, but relations in the following decade were shaped by the over-riding concern of both for their standing in international terms.  Unfortunately for King Henry, his dispute and eventual break with Rome left him isolated and vulnerable for a period during the 1530s, a situation which James V was able to exploit effectively.

Henry’s break with Rome placed King James in a powerful bargaining position vis-à-vis the papacy, resulting in increased royal control over appointments as well as financial dividends from church revenues.
  Henry VIII tried, unsuccessfully, to persuade James to break with Rome, as this would give England an ally in Europe, but James had little incentive in the light of the advantageous position Henry’s policy afforded him.  Relations between England and Scotland need to be viewed in this international context but the internal situation also impacted greatly and, with the situation on the borders far from stable, relations between the two countries soon deteriorated.
  By 1532-3 cross-border raiding had gained in intensity, underlining the fact that, while neither side wanted to abide by the conditions of the truce, neither actually wanted war.  In fact, in the light of Henry’s position in Europe, war was to be avoided at all costs, while James, despite the level and extent of border warfar, stated that he ‘abhors the thought of war with his uncle’.
  Despite making similar noises regarding Anglo-Scottish peace, it was due to the insistence of Francis I of France that a treaty was contracted in 1534.  But this treaty did little to ensure lasting stability as Anglo-Scottish relations remained inextricably linked to fluctuations in European diplomacy.
  Scotland’s renewal of the Auld Alliance with France and Henry’s alliance with the emperor, Charles V, in the latter years of the 1530s, combined with King James’ assertions of his status as an ‘imperial’ monarch, saw the two countries inch closer to renewed hostilities.
  Nonetheless, a superficial cordiality was maintained in communications between the two kings.  James emphasised the ‘close kinship’ between them and asserted he would ‘persevier in perfyt kyndneis’ towards Henry, who was confident of Anglo-Scottish stability.
  Henry wanted to prevent James V making a European marriage alliance which would further isolate England and even as late as 1536 when James was fully involved in marriage negotiations, English ambassadors in Scotland preferred to think that King James would not make such an alliance.
  Henry persistently asked for a personal meeting with his nephew but James continued to stall: James responded to Henry’s proposal for a meeting at York in 1536 by stating that ‘his lords would not consent to his going further than Newcastle’.
  When King James sailed to France in September 1536, subsequently marrying Madeleine, daughter of Francis I, in January 1537, it was clear that the Auld Alliance was being maintained.

Most examinations of Anglo-Scottish relations in the reign of James V have concentrated on the wider European context of King James’ search for a foreign bride and Henry VIII’s break with Rome.
  This context is vital for understanding the development of Anglo-Scottish relations during this decade, but attention also needs to be directed elsewhere.  One largely overlooked dimension of Anglo-Scottish relations is the role that events in Ireland played.  Henry was actively involved in Ireland but James’ position requires deeper analysis.  Diplomatic correspondence and intelligence reports regarding the Scottish king’s interest in Ireland offers further insights into James’ policy towards his uncle during the crucial decade of the 1530s.  James did not view the treaty with England as a corner-stone of Scottish policy, but until he secured a European ally his hands were tied.  Thus, although reluctant to break with England until assured of support from an ally, but in the meantime he was happy to aggravate King Henry, diverting his attention from King James’ diplomatic endeavours in Europe.  The extent of James’ direct, personal involvement in Irish resistance to Henry during the 1530s remains questionable but Scottish activity in Ireland was a growing concern of the English throughout the decade.  The offer of the kingship of Ireland to James in 1540, made by eight ‘gentylemen of Ierlande’ on behalf of ‘all the greate men in Irelande’ has been largely overlooked.
  They asserted they ‘wolde houlde of Hym, and take Hym for thayre Kynge and Lorde, and that thay wolde come in to Scotlane to make hym omayge’.
  This suggests that James’s involvement in Ireland was greater than hitherto has been recognised and begs the question: what was he trying to achieve?  Irish-Scottish military co-operation had existed on an unofficial basis for centuries but the extent to which it received Scottish crown sanction has not been fully explored.  What follows probes some of these unanswered questions by examining King James’s involvement in Ireland during the 1530s within the context of Anglo-Scottish relations.

The early 1530s saw James V embark on a policy of personal communication with some of his West Highland chiefs.  Such a policy was not new for the Scottish crown as James IV had adopted similar measures to deal with the fallout from the forfeiture of the Lordship of the Isles in 1493.  James IV, however, communicated with the Highland and Island chiefs through Giolla Easpaig Caimbeul (Archibald Campbell), second earl of Argyll.  In contrast, James V wanted to assert his position above that of the house of Argyll and ensure that the Highland chiefs dealt directly with him.  Consequently in 1531 King James removed Giolla Easpaig (Archibald), fourth earl of Argyll, from his power base in the West Highlands and promoted Alasdair Mac Domhnaill (Alexander MacDonald) of Dunivaig and the Glens as chamberlain of Kintyre in the earl’s place.  Keeping Argyll out of the west for a number of years allowed James to increase communication with both Mac Domhnaill and Eachann Mac Gill’Eathain (Hector MacLean) of Duart.
  During this time James made gifts to Alasdair Mac Domhnaill of ‘ane dosane of bowis and vi dosane of arrowis’ as a sign of royal patronage and to ensure the continued co-operation of the Highland chiefs with the crown.
  In 1533 Mac Domhnaill and Mac Gill’Eathain attacked Man and captured the English ship, the Mary Willoughby (despite English intelligence of the planned attack),
 but activity in the Irish sea was not limited to minor sporadic raids.  James V’s connections with Mac Domhnaill and Mac Gil’Eathain extended into Ireland where Alasdair Mac Domhnaill had land, an established kin network and local alliances with the native Irish.

The MacDonalds of Dunivaig first acquired land in Ireland in 1399 when Eoin (John) Mac Domhnaill of Islay, younger brother of Domhna (Donald of Harlaw), second Lord of the Isles, married Marjory Bisset, heiress of the Glens of Antrim.  The establishment of a branch of Clann Domhnaill (Clan Donald) in Ireland ensured continued migration between Ireland and the west of Scotland, and also provided a refuge for discontented Scots.  In the 1420s, James the Fat, the last remaining member of the Albany-Stewart faction sought protection from the MacDonalds in Antrim following James I’s attack on his family.  The refuge offered to James the Fat and the possible alliance with the English was a very real threat to the king and the existence of a branch of the island kindred across the sea remained problematic for successive monarchs.
  By opening lines of direct communication with Alasdair Mac Domhnaill, King James not only gained a stronger foothold in the isles, but he could also use this to lever himself into Irish politics and gain some degree of control over military co-operation across the Irish Sea.  James may well have viewed Alasdair Mac Domhnaill’s ability to operate in two political worlds, Ireland and Scotland, as a threat to his authority within Scotland.  By bringing the Highland chief into a closer alliance with him, James was attempting to neutralise Mac Domhnaill while also securing stability in the Western Highlands and Isles.  It is, however, James’ wider agenda in Ireland that deserves closer analysis.  

James maintained communication with Mac Domhnaill while he was in Ireland during the early years of the 1530s.  Mac Domhnaill was involved in feuding amongst the native Irish in the north, upheaval which the English realm viewed with suspicion, no doubt because the north was also a region of intense hostility to Tudor encroachment.  From an English point of view the problematic situation in the north was heightened by Scottish intervention, and affairs in the region were closely monitored.  But despite relatively precise knowledge of the extent of Scottish intervention, in the 1530s Henry appeared unconcerned.  In 1532 Henry VIII was informed by Henry Percy, fourth earl of Northumberland, of the arrival of 4,000 Scots in the north of Ireland and although comforted by the ‘ferre distances of Machonell [i.e. Mac Domhnaill] from Edinburgh’, the English were aware that Mac Domhnaill had been in communication with James.  It proved difficult for Northumberland to unearth much information concerning Scottish interest in the north of Ireland although he was able to inform King Henry that the purpose of Mac Domhnaill’s mission to Ireland was contained ‘in secret articles devised by the archbishop of Glasgow, the bishop of Aberdeen, Henry Kemp, and Davy Wood, no more being privy thereto, which articles were delivered to John Canois at his departure’ from James.  It was also noted that in response to communication received from Mac Domhnaill, the king sent ‘500 archers from the Out Isles in great haste’.
  The following year Henry was told that the Scots were ‘busily inhabiting a great part of Ulster’ and was advised that they ‘must be driven away’.
  This level of involvement on the part of the Scots in the north was not welcomed by the English regime.
  The employment of Scottish mercenaries by native Irish kings in their wars against each other would only serve to continue unrest, making the task of extending Tudor authority in the region increasingly problematic. 

In the previous decade English policy towards Ireland had fluctuated significantly.  Henry VIII believed that Gaelic Ireland could be more easily brought under Tudor authority by reaching something of a political compromise with the native Irish instead of relying on a military solution.
  But imposing direct rule through an English lieutenant sent over from London proved a costly affair, so Henry relied increasingly on the deputyship of the Anglo-Irish FitzGerald earls of Kildare as an intermediary between London and Dublin.
 While he disliked the semi-autonomous influence of the Fitzgeralds in Ireland, a position achieved through manipulation of the deputyship, under current circumstances he was unable to govern Ireland effectively through any other means.
  His real preoccupation was Europe and relations with Rome and Ireland did not merit King Henry’s attention, or resources.   so he relied increasingly on the deputyship of the Anglo-Irish FitzGerald earls of Kildare as an intermediary between London and Dublin.  Since 1532 Thomas Cromwell had been directing Tudor policy in Ireland and, as far as he was concerned, in order to push through with political and religious reform the influence of the earl of Kildare needed to be curtailed.
  Henry did not need much persuasion.  By late 1533 the decision had been taken to remove Kildare from the post of lord deputy and, as the next step, recommendations were sent over for reform under an English-born governor, Sir William Skeffington.

Kildare, however, was not oblivious to the situation.  He had watched the advancement of many of his critics within the Irish administration and realised this represented a challenge to his authority.  In response, during August 1533 he began to move ordnance from Dublin castle to his own strongholds.  A few months later, however, the earl was recalled to London.
  He vacillated for some time, arguing that ill-health was responsible for his non-appearance, but after securing the right to appoint his son, Thomas, Lord Offaly, to act as deputy in his absence he left for London in February 1534.  Once there, however, the earl was refused permission to leave.  Learning of plans for government in Ireland Kildare sent a message to his son informing him of the imminent arrival of Skeffington as deputy.  In protest Offaly, in a symbolic gesture, resigned from his post as vice-deputy on 11 June.  His renunciation of the post came at a time when Henry was acting against both the pope and the emperor while Cromwell was busy pushing a huge legislative programme for Ireland through parliament.  Although not an indication of direct opposition to Tudor authority, that was exactly how Henry viewed Offaly’s actions and the English king reacted in a predictable manner.  Kildare, in London, was deprived of his office and imprisoned in the Tower (where he died in September 1534), a move which pushed Offaly, in Ireland, into full-scale rebellion.
  

Offaly’s main aim in instigating revolt was preservation of the position of the FitzGerald family in Ireland.  Although previous earls of Kildare had rebelled against being deprived of the deputyship, opinion varies as to whether on this occasion King Henry was caught off-guard.
  If Henry VIII was ‘completely unprepared’ for such a reaction then it could explain his initial inactivity and degree of uncertainty as to how to respond.
  However that may be, Henry clearly viewed the matter as simply another minor outburst which would eventually be put down, just like previous rebellions.  Henry was too concerned with European manoeuvrings to pay attention to the situation in Ireland, ensuring that it would not be resolved quickly or cleanly.  It was only as the revolt dragged on that King Henry began to realise the seriousness of the threat, especially as reports suggested that an army of 10,000 Spaniards was on its way to provide reinforcements for the rebels.  Although he had no way of knowing how reliable these reports were (and the army Charles V was amassing was in fact to be sent against the Turks and left in May 1535), Henry could not afford to ignore them.
  

Meanwhile English intelligence kept Henry VIII regularly informed of the extent of Scottish involvement which, although not directly related to the rebellion, continued to aggravate the north.  In early 1534 a letter from ‘Canossius Magugyr, Lord of Fermanachac [Cu Chonnacht Mag Uidhir of Fir Manach]’ to Henry expressed grievance on the part of those who supported him.  Mag Uidhir complained that the rebels, including Conn Bacach O Neill, Aodh Dubh O Domhnaill and Kildare had ‘done much damage to O’Ragylly [Fearghal O Raighilligh of east Breifne], … MacMannam, … O’Neyll and others who have served the king’.
  It is unclear how far the O’Neills and the O’Donnells were involved in the rebellion at this early stage but the knowledge of Offaly’s participation in fomenting unrest alongside his northern Gaelic allies who opposed English authority would not help his cause in London.  Regional unrest in the north of Ireland, combined with Spanish aid for the revolt, meant that King Henry was forced, finally, to act decisively.  Following the earl of Kildare’s death in September, his replacement, Skeffington, arrived in Ireland in October 1534 with a force of over 2,000 men.

As Henry’s earlier ambivalence gave way to a new determination to crush the revolt external support was vital for Offaly.  Thus, he played the religious card, portraying his revolt as a Catholic crusade against heresy in an attempt to capitalise on Henry’s break from Rome in the previous year and it won him some notable sympathisers.  The appeals from Ireland to Charles V were made in good faith as the Spanish had sent a mission to Ireland as early as 1529 to determine the extent of the opposition to English royal policy and to offer Spanish support, although direct contact between Charles V and the FitzGerald faction was not established until 1534.
  Charles V, for his part, viewed the revolt in Ireland as a welcome distraction to be encouraged, though he stopped short of direct intervention.  For example, late in October 1534 Charles V debated whether he should 

‘do anything now … to stir up the rebellion in Ireland, considering the offers made by divers princes there ….  This would greatly hinder the king of England from helping France.  Touching Scotland … it would be well to … help on a marriage between the Scotch king and the princess of England ….  This will entertain the Scotch king, and prevent him from binding himself to France or making a closer treaty with England’.

  As foreign support did not translate into more practical assistance by February 1535 the situation was desperate and Charles V was informed that there was ‘no longer any hope for Kildare’s cause’.
  Indeed, the following month Maynooth castle, the stronghold of the Kildare earls, fell to the English.  Yet the Irish had far from given up hope and were taking active steps to galvanise further support from Catholic powers.  Offaly, now earl of Kildare, sent Charles Raynald on a mission to Rome via Scotland and Spain, looking for aid from those who would help plead their case at the papal court, and who would welcome trouble for Henry VIII.  His first port of call was Scotland in February 1535.  Arriving in Rome in May 1535, he had an audience with Paul III, arguing that Kildare was a defender of the Catholic faith and that Gerald (Gearoid Og), the ninth earl, had actually been imprisoned in the Tower because he supported Catherine of Aragon.

James V was aware of events in Ireland but until 1535 his involvement had been limited to the north of the country where he had direct links, not only with Alasdair Mac Domhnaill, but also with Maghnus (Manus), son of Aodh Dubh O Domhnaill, lord of Tir Chonaill.  In 1534 the king had received a communication from Maghnus, and in his reply King James V expressed his pleasure that O Domhnaill wanted to continue the relationship between the two families and ‘their custom of meeting personally’, and he encouraged O Domhnaill’s plan to come to Scotland himself ‘to achieve what his predecessors began and have left unfinished’.  The O’Donnell rulers of Tir Chonaill had maintained continued communication with the Scottish court throughout the personal reign of James IV and the long minority of James V.
  In 1534 the O’Donnells once again sought to renew this alliance with the Stewart monarchy, while also hoping to gain Scottish support for their wars with other native Irish kindreds in the north of Ireland.  James’s declaration to Maghnus O Domhnaill that he would ‘refuse no just request’ appears to reiterate many of the platitudes his father expressed which offered encouragement but did not commit to further involvement.  James V signed off his letter urging O Domhnaill ‘to come as soon as he possibly can … and he will learn more when they meet’.
  Such a visit did not materialise, no doubt due to the turn of events in Ireland, but O Domhnaill had received a warm reception from the Scottish king.  Although Maghnus O Domhnaill was an ally of the Geraldines, opinion is divided as to when he actively became involved in the revolt.  Maghnus’ father, Aodh Dubh, the reigning O Domhnaill, was loyal to Henry VIII, and Maghnus was seeking Scottish aid for his own wars in the north as opposed to any other agenda.
It was an opportune time for Maghnus to seek aid from the Scots as King James’ cooperation with the West Highland chiefs gave him a greater degree of leverage within native Irish politics in the north.  At this point, James V’s policy was unlikely to have had any ulterior motive but was driven solely by his desire to ensure that he, and not the Campbells of Argyll, was controlling the situation in the west while at the same time gaining some influence over Scottish involvement in Ireland.  With Argyll safely detained in Edinburgh, the king had removed the main obstacle to his attempts to intervene both in Highland affairs and in Irish-Scottish military activity.
  Certainly his very positive response to Maghnus O Domhnaill suggests James was more than willing to capitalise on this offer.  Aided by the posturing of Alasdair Mac Domhnaill of Dunivaig and the Glens in both the West HighlandS and the north of Ireland, and combined with a tradition of O Domhnaill relations with the Scottish crown, James was well positioned to involve himself in native Irish politics - should he so wish.  However, an opportunity, albeit unexpected, to influence politics at a wider level was afforded him in 1535 by the arrival at court of Offaly’s servant. 

Charles Reynalds received a positive welcome at the Scottish court in 1535.  King James did not offer any tangible support in the form of men or munitions but before Reynalds’ departure for Rome the king did provide him with ‘commendatory letters’ on account of his ‘friendship with the earl’.
  The idea of framing the rebellion within a religious context still prevailed and before heading to Rome, Thomas’s servant was seeking commendation and support from other Catholic monarchs in their fight against English authority and the Reformation.  James’ actions at this time are open to interpretation for he was actually in the process of establishing a tentative peace with King Henry.
  It may have been foolish for James to give Reynalds, and Kildare, such recommendation.  Were Reynalds to be intercepted by the English on his trip to Rome, Henry would have had firm evidence of James’ support of the Irish revolt.
  But King James, no doubt, was aware that he had the upper hand at this point.  Henry’s position was severely weakened by European diplomacy; his alliance with Francis I forged in the previous year had disintegrated and he could not afford the outbreak of hostilities with his nephew.  Indeed, he actively sought to reinforce the tentative Anglo-Scottish peace.  But when English ambassadors arrived in Edinburgh to negotiate with James, he gave few concessions.  They asked that James forbid Scots to travel to Ireland, a request which he flatly refused, arguing that ‘the prohibition would rather provoke them to go thither than otherwise’.
  Although the English made it clear that a Scottish mercenary presence in Ireland was unwelcome, James was not prepared to give way to his uncle although, like his uncle, did not want a return to open hostilities.  Having refused English pleas to limit Scottish activity in Ireland, King James also refused his uncle’s request for a meeting in England in early 1535.  Although safe passage and expenses were offered, James stated ‘it was impossible for him to absent himself from his country a single day’.
  

James was able to deal aggressively with his uncle, safe in the knowledge that in 1535 Henry was not in a strong position.  There was growing discontent in the north of England,
 the Kildare rebellion was a source of major embarrassment, and James’ refusal to meet with his uncle increased English suspicions regarding the extent of Scottish involvement in Ireland.  Such misgivings were soon to be corroborated by reports from Ireland.  In June 1535 Skeffington informed King Henry that ‘O’Neill and Manus O’Donnell have done their best to draw the Scots out of the Isles hither, and are trying to make a truce until they come’, while Eustace Chapuys, the Spanish ambassador, reported that King James intended ‘to send thither 3,000 or 4,000 men’.
  But these reinforcements would arrive too late for Kildare who submitted to royal authority in August 1535 having been severely weakened by the fall of Maynooth Castle earlier in March.  Nonetheless, the native Irish in the north of Ireland would welcome support against Tudor authority as English forces were pressing northwards to subdue the region.  By October the lord deputy, the chief justice and others had met with most of the main Irish leaders in the north although it was observed that ‘the north will not be quiet except certain Scots, who must be expelled’.
  Thus by the end of 1535 the situation had altered dramatically.  Henry VIII had regained control and set about restoring order throughout the country in the wake of a revolt that had challenged his authority for over a year.  The failure of the Kildare rebellion, however, did not mean an end to resistance to Tudor government.  Support for Kildare continued with the formation of the so-called Geraldine League and the native Irish in the north were to become pivotal players in this movement, albeit after the death of Thomas, tenth earl.

When Thomas, earl of Kildare, submitted to Lord Leonard Gray, signalling the end of the revolt, he was promised his life would be spared.  On arrival in London he was able to spend some weeks hunting or at other pastimes.
  Once Henry had decided on the course of action to take, Thomas, along with his five uncles who also had been taken to London, was sent to the Tower.  And while Henry may have appeared to be prevaricating once again, he deliberately allowed time to pass before taking action against the rebels so as to ensure the pacification of Ireland.  However, as the situation dragged on with the FitzGeralds remaining in the Tower the uneasy atmosphere in Ireland intensified.  The execution of Kildare and his five uncles in early 1537 was a clear message to both Irish and continental observers that Henry would not tolerate such resistance to his authority.  Harsh action ensured the message was received loud and clear but it did not eliminate opposition and, in some quarters, heightened it.  The movement against Tudor authority in Ireland now centred on Gerald FitzGerald, the only remaining male member of the immediate family of the Kildare Geraldines.  Gerald was a half-brother of Thomas, the tenth earl, and in the care of his aunt, Eleanor MacCarthy.  The Geraldine League which consisted of former allies of the late earl galvanised themselves in support of Gerald who was adopted as a figurehead.  While the native kindreds in the north had been something of a side-issue during the rebellion, Henry now had to pay them much greater attention.  

The native Irish had not been dormant during the period of Kildare’s imprisonment.  Maghnus O Domhnaill’s communications with King James had continued following the end of the revolt and in August 1536 James sent further aid to Ireland in the light of ‘some new disturbance’, although English intelligence felt it was ‘not a thing to which much importance need be attached’.
  But James was supporting Maghnus O Domhnaill’s position within the local context as well as in wider Irish political affairs and in July 1536 wrote two letters to the papacy which convey this.
  The first concerned a disputed appointment to the see of Raphoe.  Formerly the office had been held by Cornelius O Cathain but he had been deprived in 1534 following his acceptance of the English Reformation.  The other possible candidate was Edmund O Gallchobhair.  James requested that the dean of Derry, Art O Gallchobhair, should be appointed to the see and consecrated by the bishop of Derry, Ruaidhri O Domhnaill.  Edmund and Art O Gallchobhair were from different branches of the kindred and as O’Gallaghers were hereditary inaugurators of the O Domhnaill kings, it may be for this reason that Art O Gallchobhairwas the preferred candidate.
  Raphoe was a Columban foundation originally under the jurisdiction of Iona and in 1532 Maghnus had written his famous Life of Colum Cille, the O Domhnaill kings seeing themselves, of course, as descendants of the saint whose cult had spanned the Irish Sea: in effect, Maghnus was attempting to gain Scottish support for appointment of a preferred candidate, playing perhaps on he symbolism of Colum Cille as representative of such Irish-Scottish unity, and portraying James as defender and protector of the Catholic church in both Scotland and Ireland.  Religious connections between Scotland and Ireland had certainly been strong in recent years: payments were made during the reign of James IV to Irish priests and friars on several occasions,
 while Maghnus was a strong supporter of the Franciscan community in Ireland.
  

Of more obvious political significance was King James’ other letter to Clement III concerning a dispensation required for Maghnus’s proposed second marriage.  His first wife, a daughter of Conn O Neill, had died in 1535.
  This marriage had seen Maghnus isolated from much of his kindred, included his father and brothers, because of the long history of conflict between the O’Neills and the O’Donnells.  Nonetheless it proved a wise political move, ensuring good relations between Maghnus and the O’Neills, which paid dividends in terms of their support.  But while his first marriage had been advantageous in the locality, his subsequent marriage would catapult Maghnus into prominence in Irish affairs more generally.
  His choice of marriage partner was Eleanor MacCarthy, aunt of Gerald FitzGerald.  Following the execution of his half-brother Thomas, earl of Kildare, and his uncles, Gerald subsequently succeeded to the earldom of Kildare as the eleventh earl.  In the context of Maghnus’ support for the Geraldine League this was a highly significant alliance but he needed a dispensation to gain legal recognition of the validity of the union.  Through successive generations the FitzGerald family had maintained quite close connections with Irish kindreds from the north of the country.  Sisters of both Gearoid Mór (Gerald), the eighth earl of Kildare, and of Gearoid Og, the ninth Earl of Kildare, had married into the main Dungannon branch of the O’Neills, while a brother of Gearoid Og had been fostered by the O’Donnells.  Combined with Maghnus’s own first marriage to a daughter of Conn O Neill, the ties of consanguinity and affinity were too close to be permissible. 

James’s letter to the papacy on behalf of Maghnus was a clever mix of religious and diplomatic persuasion.  He appealed on behalf of Maghnus as ‘a distinguished Irish chieftain’ whose ‘attitude to the apostolic see is excellent’, and argued that the marriage would ‘bring the almost continuous fighting in the island to an end’ and ‘render a service to Irish peace’.  James combined this with emphasis on the religious issue and mentioned specifically that ‘Irish rulers well affected to the Roman Church may unite to preserve the country from the new doctrine’.  It was a plea that reflected the attempts of the Irish to portray their revolt against Tudor authority as a religious crusade against the imposition of heretical beliefs by Henry VIII.  James’s support for Maghnus at the papal court is not evidence that he was actively encouraging continued resistance to English influence, but there can be little doubt that King James was aware of the political significance of Maghnus O Domhnaill’s second marriage in the current Irish climate and was willing to assist in ways he felt acceptable.

If the Irish had sought external aid during the revolt, they needed it even more in its aftermath, and considering the Scottish king’s support of Maghnus during 1536, O Domhnaill may well have attempted to capitalise on this.  It has been argued that the ‘diplomatic activity of the period of the Geraldine League from 1537 onwards was to reveal how well established was the link between Donegal and the Scottish court’.
  That may well be the case but evidence suggest that by 1536 King James had become distracted by other concerns, mainly his marriage.  On 1 September of thatyear he travelled to France, remaining there for most of the next nine months.  He married Madeleine, daughter of Francis I, on 1 January 1537 and brought his frail bride back to Scotland in May.  The fact that he was absent from Scotland for so long indicates his confidence in the stability of both Scotland’s internal politics and Anglo-Scottish relations, despite his contemptuous treatment of ambassadors his uncle had sent to Scotland in March 1536: Henry had sent ambassadors to ask King James to break with Rome, but the latter’s response was to subject them to a ‘sermon on obedience to the church’.
  The marriage of King James and Madeleine reinforced the Auld Alliance, secured a European ally and reduced the likelihood of any hostile action by the English against the Scots in the king’s absence.  Within this context, James had little to gain from encouraging further Irish unrest while the execution of Kildare and his five uncles in 1537 brought home to James the seriousness of the situation.  James used the rest of his sojourn in France to distance himself from the political situation in Ireland.

Due to his prolonged stay in France in 1536-7 and with continuing marriage negotiations in 1537-8 following the premature death of Madeleine (which resulted in James finding a second French bride, Mary of Guise, whom he married in 1538), James V’s interest in Ireland slowly began to diminish.  At no point, however, did he sever connections with Maghnus O Domhnaill who, in July 1537, was inaugurated as ruler of Tir Chonaill and the two men remained in communication.
  O Domhnaill wrote to the Scottish king in 1537 and spoke of his ‘great goodwill towards James and his realm’.
  But James’ reply in November of the same year conveys a distinct change in attitude.  The Scottish king encouraged O Domhnaill and conveyed his hope that the Irish king would ‘keep the other Irish lords so disposed’, a clear reference to the fact that stability and peace in Ireland was now on King James’ agenda.  But O Domhnaill could no longer rely on the Scots king for intervention in local affairs as James reverted to the policy of his father of offering a sympathetic ear, but little of practical value.  In response to O Domhnaill’s ‘request for engines and guns and skilled men for the recovery of certain castles’ (including Carrickfergus, the most strategic fortress on the northeast coast of Ireland) James V replied that it was ‘rather late in the year; even if they were available, wintry weather would be an obstacle’.  As something of a sweetener, James informed O Domhnaill that he was in the process of having more guns made and when they were ready the king would ‘not fail to consider his advantage and honour’.  

External support, therefore, was lacking at a crucial juncture and Maghnus’s attempts to build up a strong connection with the Scottish court were not bearing fruit, or so it appeared.  His custody of Gerald FitzGerald placed the Tir Chonaill ruler in a crucial bargaining position with the English administration, but without some foreign assistance there was little the Geraldine League could do to advance resistance to the Henrician reformation which was being pushed through in Ireland.  In 1537-8 King James’s attention was focussed on another French marriage and despite worsening Anglo-Scottish relations the Scottish king did not want a major diplomatic incident with his uncle.  But even if James’s interest in Irish affairs was waning he continued to encourage from a safe distance.  In 1538 he wrote a letter to Clement VII’s successor, Paul III, again regarding the appointment to the see of Raphoe.
  He reiterated his choice of Art O Gallchobhair, dean of Derry, as bishop and informed Paul III that Clement VII had submitted to the bishop of Derry the claims of the rivals Edmund O Gallchobhair and Cornelius O Cathain, and that the bishop had found neither claim valid.  While James repeated the view that settlement of this issue would help the position of the church in Ireland, he made little of the imposition of King Henry’s Reformation.

James V’s support of O Gallchobhair’s claims to the see of Raphoe no doubt reinforced Maghnus’s regional status, but the wider situation was of concerned to quite a few individuals.  The Geraldine League stepped up their campaign to enlist the support of external parties.  The marriage of Maghnus and Eleanor in 1538 also brought Tadhg, son of Cathal Og O Conchobhair (of Sligo), amongst others, into the fold thus forming an alliance of principal lords of the north of Ireland.
  In 1538 Ruaidhri O Domhnaill, bishop of Derry, arrived in Rome with letters from Gerald FitzGerald expressing Irish opposition to Henry VIII’s rule.  Again the religious crusade was emphasised asserting the ‘dread that the Antichrist of England will come ... to put such order in the churches of Ireland as he has done in England’.  The Irish asked for ‘certain ships with galleys and pinnaces of Biscay, with some men of Biscay, artillery and powder, and 30,000 men of war’ in return for ‘100,000 ducats of gold out of the land’ and numerous ‘Moors of England’.  The response was favourable.  The pope said he would ask ‘all Christian princes’ to aid the ‘good Christian people of Ireland’ and would specifically appeal to both the French king and the Scottish king, ‘as their kingdoms are near Ireland’, to assist the Irish ‘against the tyrant of England’.
  But King James’ support had already been requested as the bishop had travelled to Rome via Scotland.  His efforts were later reinforced by messengers sent from O Domhnaill, O Neill and FitzGerald ‘to have aide from them in this matter’.
  One of these messengers, Art O Gallchobhair, dean of Derry was captured by the English on his way to Scotland and he confessed that O Domhnaill already had men in Scotland soliciting aid from the Scots.  Upon his release, O Domhnaill sent O Gallchobhair ‘to procure the Scottes of the Iles to com … against the said rebellion’.
It would appear that these renewed requests from Ireland and the papacy had the desired response in terms of support from Scotland, although the extent to which this was crown-sanctioned is questionable.  In May 1539 Cromwell was informed that O Domhnaill and O Neill relied heavily on ‘the Scot s of the Out Isles, and those of Ireland, of whom Alex Karrogh, alias Macdonell, is chief’.
  It was asserted that there were about 2,000 Scots in the north under the leadership of ‘Alexander Carragh, captayne of the Scottes of this lande’ and that Mac Domhnaill’s ‘knowledge and power’ in Ireland worked towards James’s ‘purpoos’.
  The activity of Scots in the north is not doubted, but it is unclear what James’s purpose was.  It has been argued that King James continued to send military assistance to the Geraldine League and was prepared to come to Ireland until the League was defeated at Bellahoe in 1539.
  Thomas Lynche, a merchant of Galway who had been in Tir Chonaill with ‘a ship of wine’, informed the English that ‘Odownell and Ownele wold have three thousande Skottes, and have sent for to seke to motche; but ... the King of Skottes wilnat that any of his men goo out of the countrey, in feare of the guerr of Ingland’.
  Despite this suggestion that James V was unwilling to offer aid at this time, the prevailing view of the English was that in May 1540 James was preparing to go to Ireland.

English intelligence reports were correct in asserting that preparations were underway for a naval expedition in 1540.
  But despite speculation concerning James’s intended destination, assumed to be either Ireland or France, in fact, preparations were being made for an expedition to the Isles following the outbreak of rebellion under Domhnall Gorm Mac Domhnaill the previous year.  English sources, however, convey the belief that James intended travelling to Ireland, a view grounded in the knowledge of the offer made to James V of the kingship of Ireland in 1540.
  The confession of ‘Connor More Ochonnour, servaunt and messanger to yong Geralde, sone of the late Erle of Kildare’, taken in April 1539, asserted that ‘the Bishop Odonell and the Abbot Osheill been goon into Scotlande abowte Mydlent last past, in message from Oneile and Odonell, to have aide from thens in this matter’.  Later reports states that the eight Irish gentlemen who visited James ‘at the Courte in Lent last’ brought the offer of the kingship of Ireland from ‘all the greate men in Ierlande’.  But such an offer was a last desperate attempt by the Geraldine League to gain King James’s support and intervention in Ireland.  The League had the view that Henry had ‘no tight or title’ to Ireland but by ‘usurpacion’ but needed external support to help overthrow him.
  They turned to James who, earlier in the 1530s, had shown considerable interest in affairs in Ireland and although a much larger carrot was offered to secure his involvement, in 1540 it was too late.  

James’s main alliance with the Irish was through Maghnus O Domhnaill who in 1538 married Eleanor MacCarthy, aunt of Gerald FitzGerald.  Maghnus’s guardianship of the young FitzGerald heir had enhanced his position in the north temporarily, but regardless of the political advantage O Domhnaill gained via his marriage into the FitzGerald family, the Irish lord could read the writing on the wall.  There was a high level of resentment on the part of the native Irish towards the programme of Anglicization and religious reform instigated by Cromwell which, combined with Henry VIII’s reaction to the Kildare rebellion, meant that Ireland was being treated with renewed drive.  Maghnus had begun to comprehend the reality of the situation.  In 1537 Aodh Dubh O Domhnaill, lord of Tir Chonaill, died and despite Maghnus’s prominence, it would appear that a brief succession dispute broke out between him and his brother Aodh Buidhe, before Maghnus’s eventual inauguration as O Domhnaill in July or August 1537.
  On a national level resistance to Tudor authority had not produced any lasting results and, aware that the Geraldine League could not succeed without external assistance, Maghnus acted decisively.  In May 1540 Maghnus sent Gerald to the continent for his own safety, conveniently ridding himself of the focus of opposition to the Tudor regime.
  The next month Maghnus submitted to Henry promising that henceforth he would ‘lyve in due and faythfull obedyens as his true and moste humblye subgete’.
  Although he secured the welfare of the young Gerald his surrender to Henry effectively meant – highlighting his political awareness and knack for self-preservation – his abandonment of the League (as a consequence of which his wife, Eleanor MacCarthy, left him).  The Irish themselves were unable to resist Henry and with the change in the international situation no foreign aid would be forthcoming.  O Domhnaill was able to forecast the way the political winds were blowing and recognized that his political future would be secured through an outward, superficial submission to the Tudor state rather than holding on to the tenuous hope of James’s intervention.

Unlike Maghnus, many of the other key figures in the Geraldine League continued to hold out hope that they could throw off King Henry’s oppressive regime.  Following Maghnus’ renunciation of the League, Conn O Neill took over communications with King James.  His response to O Neill in June 1540, if it refers to the offer of kingship, suggests that James V was open to the idea.  James wrote of O Neill’s ‘remarkable goodwill, now clearer than ever’, continuing that he would ‘reciprocate it in a practical manner when a justifiable occasion arises’.  But if James was intrigued and interested by such a move, the reality of the European situation ensured that he was reluctant at this time to take any decisive action.  He wrote that ‘the points raised regarding Henry VIII are difficult and weighty’ and that he had ‘not made up his mind upon them, as he and Henry have been for some years under a treaty which still stands’.  But he assured O Neill that when the opportunity presented itself, the Irish would ‘not be disappointed’.
  No such opportunity arose.  

O Domhnaill’s submission to English royal authority had quite possible come about because of the waning interest of King James in Irish affairs. For a brief period in 1534-6 Scottish crown support for the Irish had appeared promising, but James’s marriages had been a major distraction while the execution of the leading Kildare FitzGeralds had caused the king to distance himself from the situation.  Although the prospect of gaining the kingship of Ireland would have been attractive for a monarch aggressively asserting his imperial status, by the turn of the 1540s neither the domestic nor the European situation encouraged this move.  James V was concentrating on quelling unrest in the Western Isles following the rebellion of 1539 while trying to deflect English requests for a meeting.  King Henry was still attempting to persuade James to follow his lead and instigate religious reform, thus shifting the balance in Europe.  The European situation was changing as France and Spain moved closer towards war, thereby destroying the alliance against England that had earlier existed.  Henry VIII’s alliance with Spain ensured that Anglo-Scottish relations would have wider ramifications.  Therefore, up until 1536 King James was able to use Ireland as a means by which he could aggravate his uncle at a time when Henry was facing increased pressure from the European powers following his break with Rome.  Three years later in 1539 the situation had changed considerably and James had to balance internal unrest with a fluctuating European situation and the awareness that political affairs in Ireland were rapidly developing.  He still maintained a confident and aggressive policy towards England and his uncle, failing to meet King Henry at York in 1541.
  But James V’s window of opportunity for intervention in Ireland, if he wanted to exploit it, was not open for long.  By 1541, when the Irish parliament passed an act to make Henry king of Ireland, it was firmly closed.
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